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As this will be my last report to the SFX School community I thought I would reflect on previous reports and come up 

with a combination of items from within those reports to share with you here. 

2015: When taking on the role as Board Chair I first needed to look at what had occurred in the past and what we 

could do going forward to make process better. I came up with the following: 

The function of the Board is to administer planning, financial management and provide policy advice. 

Day to day operational requirements is the responsibility of the school and there are some fantastic people in place to 

carry this out. 

Ideas and support needs to come from somewhere, the school, the board, the parents and indeed the kids rely on this 

in order to make the school a better environment for learning and enjoyment for all involved. 

The P&F play a vital role in the last one and can certainly influence the first two items on that list in that they form an 

integral part of the schools existence. 

2016: saw a change in leadership - Ben’s arrival to the school (along with Lise and the boys) was met with excitement 
and anticipation, as a board we were and remain very pleased with the appointment and Ben’s endeavours during his 
time so far which this year was rewarded with a contract extension. Our dealings as a board with Ben are always well 
considered and measured. Bishop Michael’s guidance and support was invaluable during the appointment process.  

Even though it left us without a principal for the commencement of 2016, one could have been forgiven for worrying 
about how we would deal with the loss of leadership within the school community and added pressures this may place 
on our team. From a Board perspective the school did not miss a beat and thanks must go to Murray, Judy and the 
rest of the team for their efforts during that period. 

As with the content above and so it was during my reflection of 2017 that I got to thinking about what we have 
achieved and rather than itemise tangible projects, of which there are many, I looked a little deeper and into our 
people, our volunteers and what is our core business which to me is learning and growth. 

As I looked around at that last assembly last year I saw the many different people, in age, culture, levels of education, 
from different walks of life, this included our students, parents, grandparents, carers and our teachers. Each and every 
one of those people at that assembly and indeed within our school community would have faced challenges over the 
last 12 months but each and every one will also have learnt something new which has allowed them to grow as an 
individual. 

Learning and growth can come from many different areas, us teaching the kids, the kids teaching us as well as from 
the many challenges that are placed in front of us at any given time. 

As a school community we accept those challenges as a way to further learn and grow. If we continue to work 
together then in doing so we provide not only an opportunity to optimise student outcomes but also relieve some of the 
burden placed on our School leadership group and our teachers. 

Thank you to the P&F for your patience and continued efforts to make our school a better place for the kids, 
considerable time and effort goes in and is much appreciated. Again with a focus on inclusivity you have provided 
opportunities for our school community to become engaged. 

To our Board, thank you for your contribution and support this year, each of you on many occasions during my time 
with you has worked well outside the scope of expectation, your time and effort is very much appreciated. 

To Ben and his team I reserve the biggest thanks, the education of our kids is the single most important objective. Our 
kids teachers do not receive enough credit for what they do and if we as a parent body can assist in making your job 
easier then this can only benefit the kids. 

Each year I have finished off with the following thought and will do so again one more time: sometimes it's nice to stop 
looking at things as an adult and look through the eyes of the kids, you might be amazed at what you see. 

Thank you to the Saint Frances Xavier School community for the opportunity to be part of the process – schools are a 

place of learning and I can honestly say that I have learnt a considerable amount over the last 6 years through the 

sharing of knowledge and faith with those involved. 
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