
  

 

 

 

  

 

St Francis Xavier 
Primary School 

From the Principal’s Desk… 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
The past few weeks have been a celebration of our learning community and positive school culture.  Our 
Open Afternoon, Assemblies and Liturgies, all attended by you, have highlighted the strength of our 
partnerships in student learning.  Importantly, I thank all parents who have visited for following the 
processes put in place.  These are to ensure our school community remains a safe environment for students, 
staff and visitors.  As the term continues, I look forward to resuming many other events with your continued 
support. 
 
Seesaw                                                                                                                                                                            
Behind the scenes, staff at St Francis Xavier have continued to trial a range of online learning platforms.  
As a tool, online learning platforms enable students to create a digital portfolio of work that can 
demonstrate their improvement over time.  In uncertain times, it also enables staff to continue to adapt 
and evolve their teaching practice in the unfortunate event of a school closure. 
 
Last week, St Francis Xavier joined Seesaw, a global leader in online learning.  Over coming weeks, teaching 
staff will continue to develop their knowledge of the platform and expose students to the functionality.  
St Francis Xavier will implement Seesaw as a replacement platform to Class Dojo in 2021, however if 
learning from home is required, will be able to adjust immediately.  Ongoing updates will be provided 
throughout the remainder of the school year. 
 
2022 Kindergarten and 3-Year-Old Enrolments                                      
Families who have younger children entering St Francis Xavier in 2022 are encouraged to enrol now.  
Positions for 2021 are almost at capacity and the wider community are enrolling children for 2022.  Please 
ensure you secure your child’s place by enrolling now.   
 
 

God bless 
 
 

11 August  
Volum   

Ben Doyle 
Principal 



  
  

 

  

Murray Gardiner 
Assistant Principal R.E. 
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Discipleship 
News 

A special thank you to Fr Tam and parents for their support 
of the children on their special day.  A special thank you to 
Miss Cooper and Miss Harwood for preparing the students so 
well. 

 
Mass for the Assumption of Mary 

This Friday students from PP – Yr 6 will be attending Mass at 
the Cathedral at 9.30am to celebrate the Assumption of Mary 
Feast Day which falls on Saturday this year.  The Assumption 
is one of the days of obligation in our Church calendar, which 
means it is a day we should be attending Mass.  
Unfortunately, due to the COVID restrictions, we are unable 
to invite parents to the Mass on Friday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Last Friday our year 3 students celebrated the Sacrament of 
First Reconciliation with a special retreat day.  The day began 
with a liturgy at the Cathedral, lead by Fr Tam and with many 
parents joining the celebration. 

     
The students then had individual confession with priests, 
while participating in some reconciliation activities. 

    
Parents then joined the students for a shared pizza lunch, a 
cup cake (thanks to Kirsten McAullay) and the presentation of 
certificates. 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Layla Patterson (2C) 

& 
Aloka Weaver (4P)  

 

 
 

CHRIST AWARDS 

Tully Yeates   
Elvie Yeates 
Jacob Burns  

 Jerome Sumesh 
Bonny Dean   
Chloe Hull 

Piper Wisewould 
Charlotte Boyd 
Sophie Crothers 

Kayley Iaria 
Ayla Kimberley 
Chevy O’Brien 

Luke Pitt 
Brooke Praprotnik 

Daniel Price 
 

This week we are focussing on:  

INCLUSIVITY 
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Mary MacKillop – Celebrating Saints 
Last week we celebrated the feast day of Australia's first 
saint, Mary MacKillop, who was the foundress of the 
Sisters of St Joseph in Australia. With Fr Julian Tenison 
Woods and her Sisters, Mary pioneered some of Australia's 
earliest Catholic schools.  Within five years, the Sisters 
opened over 40 schools in South Australia with the 
mission of serving the most disadvantaged and vulnerable 
children in these communities, before venturing to other 
states and territories across Australia.  
 
Despite the challenges Mary and the Sisters faced, they 
managed to create a lasting legacy of Catholic education 
that continues to influence and shape our schools and 
systems today. As we know, Mary was not alone in this 
endeavour, and we owe much of our growth and 
expansion to the religious men and women who often 
migrated to Australia to serve the educational and 
pastoral needs of Catholic families. 
 

 
Later in the year we celebrate all the Saints and those 
whose lives we'd like to imitate. This is reiterated in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation for our Year 6 students who 
learn about the Saints and their life stories provide 
examples for how to overcome obstacles in their lives, 
and assist those in need, just like Mary MacKillop.  
 
For over 40 years at St Francis Xavier we continue this 
mission by providing the choice of a faith-based 
education for families and our mandate, like the Sisters 
of St Joseph, is to serve the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable in our community.  
 
#bestgreatinsmallthings 
 

 
 
 

 
 

National Science Week 2020 
National Science Week 2020 will be held from 15 - 23 August 
with a range of virtual tours, online events, DIY science 
activities and other events planned across Australia.  
 
The school theme of National Science Week 2020 is "Deep 
Blue: innovations for the future of our oceans" and embraces 
the innovative technologies, capabilities and skills needed 
to achieve economic, environmental and social 
sustainability of the world's oceans. It features insights and 
inquiries into workable solutions that generate healthy 
oceans, healthy economies and healthy communities. 
There are a number of Discovery centres near by we can all 
explore: 

• Museum of Geraldton 
• Mount Magnet Mining and Pastoral Museum 
• Monkey Mia Visitors Centre 
• Carnarvon Space and Technology Museum 
• Gingin Gravity Centre 

 

 
Managing anxiety 
Anxiety is a normal response, however, it can also cause 
distress and interfere with a person's ability to do things 
they want to do.  Learning to manage anxiety is an effective 
skill. This seminar aims to provide parents with knowledge 
about anxiety and anxiety management skills to teach their 
children.  
 
Tuesday 25 August 2020, 9.30 – 11.30am 
Child & Parent Centre – Rangeway on Hovea Street, 
Geraldton 
 
Facilitated by School Psychologist Tonia 
Bookings essential. Creche to be confirmed. 
Phone: 9921 6814 or Email: Rangeway@ngala.com.au  
 
 

Judi Hollands 
Assistant Principal Curriculum 

“Never see a need without 
doing something about it.” 

 

St Mary MacKillop 

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/discovery-centres/wa/
mailto:Rangeway@ngala.com.au
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