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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
St Francis Xavier and many schools in Western Australia are extremely fortunate to be holding their Athletics’
Carnivals this year. Students in Victoria and other areas of Australia are experiencing significant disruption and
hardships. As we continue to operate in relatively normal conditions, our disruptions pale into insignificance to
theirs. This Friday, as a community, we have the opportunity to celebrate our Athletics Carnival. To ensure our
community continues to focus on our health and wellbeing, changes have been made as outlined below. I ask all
members of our community to share these restrictions with extended family who may attend our carnival.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parents will not be able to access students in faction bays.
If a parent needs to communicate to a student during the carnival, they are to go to the
main SFX tent
Practise social distancing within spectator bays and respect those around you
Hand sanitiser will be provided for both spectators, helpers and students
A roped off area will be set up for parents and spectators away from the participating
students
At lunch, students will be able to eat with their family if they are in attendance. At the
conclusion of lunch, students must utilise supplied hand sanitiser
At the conclusion of the carnival, students will assemble in Year Levels. Parents will be able to collect
students under instructions of the announcer.

I thank you all in advance for your ongoing support of each other and the students that join us together. Looking
forward to a fun day Friday.
Staffing Updates
A few mid-term updates. Miss Mercy from Kindy has relocated to Perth to be closer to family. Mrs McKenna has
been successfully appointed in the Kindy role for the remainder of the year. Mrs Wells in Year Two has taken
leave for an extended period. Miss Rianna Pension has been appointed as the classroom teacher in Year Two for
the remainder of the year. Please welcome Mrs McKenna and Miss Pension.
God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal
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NEW ALTAR SERVERS

MASS FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
th

On Friday, 14 August the students from Pre-primary to
Year 6 attended Mass at the Cathedral to celebrate the
Assumption of our Mother Mary to Heaven.
The Assumption Mass is a Mass of obligation, therefore
one of the days of the year that Catholics are to attend
Mass. It celebrates Mary being taken to heaven, body
and soul, after her life on earth was finished. It also
gives us hope that when our time on earth ends, we too
will be taken to heaven.

At the conclusion of the Mass we acknowledged
students from the school who have recently trained
and become altar servers in the St Francis Xavier
Parish. These students received a certificate of
appreciation and a silver cross necklace from the
Parish.

CONGRATULATION
Christ Awards

Zavier Terry Jaxon Papertalk Meg Correy Ryan Lynas
Elizabeth Hooper Skye Sweetman Ryder Watson
Charli Pascoe Addison Littlely Isla Wyatt Mila King
Skye McBride Saxon Browne Eleanor Volmer

Congratulations to:
Kate Harwood 6R

During his Homily, Fr Tam explained to the students
that Mary is always inviting us to travel with her. So,
to travel with her we must be ready, have our suitcase
packed, and follow her by praying to her. By
travelling with Mary, we too will be with her in
Heaven.

This week we are focussing on:

HONESTY

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal R.E.

Learning
News
THE GREAT VEGIE CRUNCH
Our school is taking part in The Great Vegie Crunch,
joining with schools from across Western Australia to
simultaneously crunch on fresh vegetables – and have
fun doing it!
On Wednesday 2nd Sept we will have fun eating
vegetables and see if St Francis Xavier can make the
biggest crunch in history! Please help us out by
providing your child with some fresh, washed
vegetables to crunch on. A big ‘thankyou!’ to
Geraldton Fruit & Veg who will provide us with extra
crunchy snacks to get us through the day.
Did you know that only 6 per cent of Western
Australian school aged children eat the recommended
daily intake of vegies? The Great Vegie Crunch aims to
change that and educate students on the importance
of eating more vegetables. More information is
available on the Crunch&Sip® website here.

ONLINE GAMING
Online games can be great fun for your child, but make
sure you can help them manage the risks.
• 81% of children aged 8 to 17 have played an online
game
• 64% have played a multiplayer online game with others
• 52% have played with people they did not know
• 17% have experienced bullying or abuse while playing a
network game with others
• 34% have made an in-game purchase and this rose to
45% when they played a network game with others
Many games can improve your child’s coordination,
problem-solving and multi-tasking skills, as well as help
build social skills through online interactivity with other
players. But it is also important to understand what
might go wrong and have a negative impact on your
child.
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Be aware of what they are playing
Games vary in their level of violent or sexual content,
and may contain themes, language and images that are
unsuitable for your child. You can check the age
guidelines and classification for an individual game on
its website or product packaging, or from the
Australian Classification Board’s public database. It
also has useful information on violent video games to
help parents and their children decide what video
games are appropriate for them.
Help your child maintain their privacy
Encourage your child not to share personal information
like their full name, birthdate, address, phone
number, school name or identifiable photos.
Suggest they use an avatar or other image with a
screen name that does not reveal their real name.
Warn them not to talk to another player in private chat
or game chat mode.
In some cases, setting firm limits as a family may be
enough to help address too much gaming. But there
may also be underlying problems like depression and
anxiety that are linked to problematic internet use.
Look out for signs such as:
• less interest in social activities like meeting
friends or playing sport
• not doing so well at school
• tiredness, sleep disturbance, headaches or eye
strain
• changes in eating patterns
• reduced personal hygiene
• obsession with particular websites or games
• anger when being asked to take a break from
online activity, or appearing anxious or
irritable when away from the computer
• becoming withdrawn from friends and family
For more tips go to www.esafety.gov.au/parents
Parent forums will be run next term to assist with
helping keep our children safe online.

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal Curriculum

The greatness of a community is most
accurately measured by the
compasionate actions of its members.
Coretta Scott King
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