St Francis Xavier
Primary School
3 November 2020
Volume 16

From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Teachers are not ordinary.
Last week we paused briefly to recognise and celebrate National Teachers’ Day. It came and went with not
much fanfare as expected.
This is the humility of teachers.
But teachers are not ordinary. Teachers, and especially those at St Francis Xavier, are extraordinary.
Perhaps COVID-19 gave a brief glimpse into the complexity of teaching.
The challenge of meeting the diverse academic needs of students. Managing emotions and the interaction
of 30 students at one time. Include the preparation of practical equipment, the instructional wisdom to
enable multiple learning tasks to occur simultaneously. It is an extremely complex profession.
But what makes St Francis Xavier’s teachers extraordinary is that they care. Passionately, for each and
every child. We understand that education is a precious gift and, as parents, you trust us with your most
precious gift.
We make mistakes. At times we even fail, that is the complexity of teaching. Even in this failing, what we
always do though is care. For this, St Francis Xavier staff are extraordinary.
I thank all of our staff for their care, compassion and commitment to the students we serve not just on
National Teachers’ Day but every day. As parents and caregivers, I know that you do too, and I thank you
for your support.
God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal
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Symbols that represent them. It was great to hear the
students talk about their Saint and provide information
about them.

Mission Week
Last week as a school we celebrated Catholic Mission
Week. The focus for this year was the children in
Cambodia, especially those with disabilities, caused by
losing limbs, from landmines left from civil war.
Students learnt about the Arrupe Centre in Northern
Cambodia, started by Bishop Kike, who provide care,
education, life and job skills, as well as wheelchairs and
support aids for children and young people with
disabilities.
We began the week with a prayer service to highlight
the work of Catholic Mission and the children who need
their help. It also gave students an opportunity to pray
for children around the world who are less fortunate
and for missionaries who worked hard to provide aid for
them.

Farewell Sr Lyn
After 25 years living and working in Geraldton, Sr Lyn has
made the move to Perth in her retirement. Sr Lyn worked
in the Parish as Liturgical coordinator. This involved
working in schools teaching liturgical music. Sr Lyn has
been part of St Francis for over 20 years coming to the
school on a weekly basis teaching Hymn Singing, assisting
in organising liturgical celebrations and music, and playing
music at school Masses.

As a school we also held events during the week to raise
money to go towards Catholic Mission to support their
work in countries, such as Cambodia, and work, such as
the Arrupe Centre.

Last Monday as a school we farewelled Sister and thanked
her for her service and contribution to our school. Being a
Josephite Sister, Sr Lyn presented the school with a statue
of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop.
On Tuesday we held a crazy sock day and during the
week student leaders held a 2nd hand book and toy stall.

All Saints Dress Up Day
To celebrate All Saints day we held a dress up day for
students to dress as one of the Saints. Students were
asked to research about a Saint and find out a bit
about them, then come dressed as that Saint or bring

This week we are focussing on:

RESPECT

Congratulations
Marlene Little (1J)
Peyton Foot (4V)

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal R.E.
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Expanding the Learning

Centacare
Centacare Family Services recently launched their new ‘Act
With Kindness, Not With Violence’ campaign and we were
fortunate to have Jasmine and L.V. share it with us.
Developed locally, it focused on being kind and promoting
pro-social behaviours. All our students from Kindy to Year 6
were able to identify ways we can make Geraldton a safer
and kinder community. Check out their video on the
Centacare Family Services Facebook page.

It has certainly been a jam-packed start to the term! Students
have been enthusiastically engaged in many endeavors and it has
been wonderful to hear the excited tones when talking about
their learning. Many excursions and experiences have given our
students a deeper insight into their learning by essentially
expanding the walls of the classroom.

Nagle College Music Tour

NAIDOC Week
NAIDOC week was postponed this year from July, to 8-15
November. Next week we will honour the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
The “Always Was, Always Will Be” theme recognises that our
First Nations people have occupied and cared for this
continent for over 65,000 years.

Year 2 Visit the Cathedral

Our nation’s story didn’t begin with documented European
contact whether in 1770 or 1606 - with the arrival of the
Dutch on the western coast of the Cape York Peninsula. This
week we encourage our students to embrace the true history
of this country – a history which dates back thousands of
generations.
We will spend the week seeing, hearing and learning the First
Nations’ 65,000+ year history commencing the week with a
prayer service and visit from Australian author Mark
Greenwood and illustrator Frané Lessac who share their love
of Australian history.
Year 3 Cooking up a storm

Year 5 Economics @ IGA

Year 4 History Expo

Year 6 Media @ Triple M Radio

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal Curriculum
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Author Visit
We were very fortunate to have Kelly Canby who is an internationally published illustrator and author of 25
books for children. The creativity of the Perth-based illustrator seemed to know no bounds. She’s been a
graphic designer, florist and painter and the Year 4 and 5 students were delighted to share in her skills and
experience. She encouraged us to consider combining fun story ideas with intriguing characters to be creative
in the writing process. If you’d like to see her amazing work – visit the Library!

Sharing our illustrations
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Parents who are willing to undertake an Executive position are asked to nominate and return the application
form below.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………
SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATION FORM
ST FRANCIS XAVIER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Name of Nominee:
Phone No:

Signature of Nominee:
Nominated by:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………
P&F AGM Nomination Form
We are seeking nominations for positions on the P&F Executive Committee for 2021. If you are interested,
could you please complete the nomination form and return to the school office
The P&F shall nominate to the Principal a President, Vice President and Secretary prior to the AGM. The
Principal may ratify the nominations if only one is received or undertake an election if more than one
application is received.
I (name of Nominee):
would like to nominate for a position of:
•
•
•

President
Vice President
Secretary





on the SFX P&F Executive Committee.

Phone No: ____________________________________________________
Signature of Nominee: _____________________________________________________________

