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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
As communicated via email, preparations for our end of year events are underway. With recent situations
in other states it is an important reminder to maintain exemplary hygiene standards for the remainder of
the year.
Ideally, the Christmas Concert will proceed as planned, however due to the seating arrangements
contingencies are being considered. These include limiting numbers of attendees or alternative venues.
Any decision will be based on the wellbeing of the school community and communicated in advance. In the
interim a reminder that at any school event the following processes should be maintained.
•
•
•
•

Physical distancing between adults from different family groups and school staff is mandatory. A 1.5
metre ‘bubble’ (i.e. in all directions) around each family group should be maintained.
Do not attend if you feel unwell.
Practicing exemplary personal hygiene (utilise sanitising stations at entry/exit points and throughout
the venue).
Avoiding bottlenecking on arrival and departure

I thank you in advance for your understanding and support during the year. We have been agile to adapt
and operate in challenging times and this will be required into the foreseeable future.
Staffing
I am pleased to announce that the school has appointed two new teachers for 2021. Miss Grace Jones and
Mr Joshua Gibson will be joining us for the first time. Mrs Kerryn McKenna will continue in a Teaching
Assistant role. Very excited to welcome new staff on board.
God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal

Discipleship
News
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4V Sacrament of 1st Eucharist
Last Saturday evening the year 4 students in 4V
celebrated receiving the Eucharist for the first time. It
was a wonderful Mass lead by Fr Tam.

St Vinnies Christmas Appeal
In the lead up to Christmas, as a school, we are again
supporting St Vincent De Paul with their 2020 Christmas
Appeal. The St Vinnies Christmas Appeal looks to provide
hope, comfort and dignity to 100 families in Geraldton,
who are struggling during the Christmas season.
St Vinnies are requesting items to make up hampers they
distribute to families in need. The more items they receive
during the appeal the more families they will be able to
reach out to. Items such as: Christmas Cakes or puddings,
short bread biscuits, long life custard, tin ham, packets of
jelly, lollies, gravy, chips, chocolate, soft drink and juice
are ideal for the hampers.
Donated items can be placed in boxes around the school:
the front office, both wet areas and the pre-primary area.
Please help St Vinnies support families in need this
Christmas

A special thank you to also to Mrs Voss and Mrs Rigby
who prepared the children and the Mass so well.
Congratulations to all the children and their families on
this special achievement as part of your faith
development.

This week we are focussing on:

RESPECT

Congratulations
Rocco Tomlinson (PPD)
Finn Morgan (3C)

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal R.E.

Learning
News
Cybersafety
The Australian Federal Police (AFP) play a significant role in ensuring
children and young people are safe, no matter what environment
they are in. This week, members of the AFP worked with our
students in relation to keeping them safe online and reducing the
incidence of online child exploitation.
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Brightpath Mathematics
This week our teachers were asked to trial the Brightpath Mathematics
assessment tool. Brightpath is based on over a decade of pioneering
research at the University of Western Australia and supported by
substantial grants by the Australian Research Council. It has been
developed to ensure that teachers can easily assess their students and
can readily use the data to state inform their practice in Mathematics.
Brightpath was adopted as the testing program in Western Australia in
2017 and there is evidence that Brightpath is leading to strong
improvement in our student’s writing. Many of you may have seen our
results displayed in the classrooms during the Open Days.
The following assessments are also used to assess and plan our teaching
programs:

The ThinkUKnow program was delivered to students from
Kindergarten to Year 6 aimed at building positive engagement
between young people and law enforcement, while equipping our
students with the knowledge and skills needed to be able to take
actionable steps to maintain their safety at all times.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Narrative writing (students aged 5 to 14)
Persuasive writing (students aged 5 to 14)
Information report writing (students aged 5 to 14)
Recount writing (students aged 4 to 7)
Oral narrative (students aged 4 to 7)
Book review (students aged 8 to 14)

Research is currently underway to develop assessments of science
investigations, creativity and critical thinking. We look forward to
working with the team to assist teachers across the state.

Containers for Change
Containers for Change is our state wide recycling scheme that lets you
cash in eligible containers for 10 cents each. In WA, we use more than
1.3 billion eligible drink containers each year; enough drink containers
to line a path from Perth to Broome 42 times!
When it comes to recycling, we all have the chance to make real change
and earn cash while we do it!

For more information, including resources for parents and carers
visit the ThinkUKnow website. By understanding what our young
people SEE, SAY and DO online and the challenges they may face,
we can all be more equipped to help them navigate some of these
issues and know what to do if they need help.

Most aluminums, glass, plastic, steel and liquid paperboard drink
containers between 150ml and 3L are eligible for a refund. There are
some drink containers that are not eligible for a refund. Generally,
excluded containers are those that are less than 150ml and greater than
3L. For more information go to www.containersforchange.com.au
Donate your containers at 8 Bradford Street, Wonthella to help us cash
in by using our ID number is C10289353.

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal Curriculum

General News
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Dear Families.
Friday 13th November was the due date for final payment of school fees.
If you don’t have a payment plan in place and still haven’t paid, can you please do so as soon as
possible. Alternatively, please phone me on 99235800 to discuss your options.
Some families are still using the old BPay reference number which starts with 1828xxxxx. This number
should now start with 10000xxxx and is located near the bottom of your fee statement. The Biller Code
has not changed, just the reference number.
If you would like a copy of your statement please phone me or email finance@sfx.wa.edu.au.
Please be assured that the ongoing enrolment of every child at St Francis Xavier PS is guaranteed
irrespective of a family’s financial situation.

AGM Board Meeting,
Tuesday 24th November @ 5pm
Please RSVP Your Attendance

(For nomination forms contact the front office)

Canteen News
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