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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Welcome back and a special welcome to new families, students and staff joining St Francis Xavier for the first time.
2021 provides us with the unique opportunity to build on our existing school culture whilst challenging past traditions. Often, we continue to do
things just because that’s how they have always been done. Schools have changed significantly since many of us attended. Modern furniture that
provides greater flexibility and improved technology that allows students to create and interact as global citizens are just two examples.
In 2021, a continued focus at St Francis Xavier is to empower students to become lifelong, independent learners. At times, this means parents
and educators have to step back. We need to allow children to be uncomfortable and in some cases fail. It is through these experiences that
students will grow, develop resilience and learn how to be active, independent lifelong learners. This focus challenges us to rethink our concept
of how children come to school and what we value. If we focus on learning as a priority the decision is easy, we need to step back and give our
children the chance to step forward up knowing that it is safe to make mistakes.
As we found out last week, when given the chance, our children are brave, resilient and independent. We should be proud of this.
I look forward to being part of the learning journey this year and ensuring St Francis Xavier continues to provide an exemplary Catholic Education.
New Staff
I formally welcome new staff joining St Francis Xavier. Grace Jones in Year Four, Anna Henville in Pre-Primary, Joshua Gibson Music, Susan
Miragliotta and Demi Ayling in Kindergarten and Aleasha Murray also in Kindergarten as an Auslan Translator. Please make them all feel welcome.
Code of Conduct
As the year begins it is also important to remember that all members of our school community are required to follow the school’s Code of
Conduct. The Code of Conduct is the minimum standards of behaviour expected to ensure the safety and well-being of all members ofour
community, especially the students. It encompasses both personal and social contact with other members of the community, as well as the use of
ICT and online environments while at school. The main goal of the ‘Code of Conduct’ is to provide an environment where the safety, well-being
and education of all students is a priority. The full Code of Conduct can be found on our website. https://sfx.wa.edu.au/compliance-policies/
Open Afternoon
Our first open afternoon is scheduled for Tuesday 16th February from 3:30 – 5:30. This is an informal opportunity for parents to visit classrooms
and meet teachers. If you require a formal meeting, please contact your child’s teacher directly.
New Website
Late last year, our new website was quietly launched. The new design provides existing families with direct access to the frequently required
tasks such as absentee, canteen and the school calendar. Please bookmark this in your device.

God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal

Discipleship
News
Year of St Joseph
Pope Francis has announced 2021 as the Year of St
Joseph. Throughout this year we are encouraged to
pray to him and reflect on the life of St Joseph and learn
from this important figure in our Catholic Church.
Although important in the life of Jesus, Joseph is not
mentioned often in the Gospel stories. The Gospels of
Luke and Matthew tell stories involving Joseph and
teach us what we know about him.
St Joseph was a descendant of King David. The Old
Testament tells us that the ‘New Messiah’ would be
from the line of David. Therefore, Joseph provides the
link between the Old and New Testaments.
Joseph was a devout man who lived by God’s Laws. He
had a strong faith and distinct role in God’s plans. He
was obedient to the commands given to him by Angels
in his dreams and followed them without question. He
took Jesus as his own son, protecting him from harm,
raising him and teaching him.
Joseph is a wonderful model for Christians as we live in
the world. The Word of God guides us, but on many
occasions we have to apply that Word in everyday
situations, deciding what God wants us to do and then
act courageously, justly and with compassion. Joseph
shows us how to live as God wants.

This week we are focussing on:

COMPASSION
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The Season of Lent
Next week we celebrate the beginning of the season of
Lent. The season starts on Ash Wednesday and runs for
forty days until Easter. As a school we will be celebrating
Ash Wednesday with Mass at 9.30am in the undercover
area.
In the Christian tradition the forty days originated with
Jesus spending forty days and nights in the wilderness or
desert, at the end of which he was tempted by the devil.
While your motivation might be to kick a bad habit or take
up a good one, there is a long tradition of giving something
up for Lent. People have followed this tradition in a variety
of ways, giving up specific items (abstaining) or having
meat-free days during Lent.
Giving something up is also a chance to make a positive
difference. Give up something which is harmful to others,
set aside time to reflect and pray, and unite your friends
to support people experiencing poverty.
There are three things we are asked to focus on and do
during the Season of Lent:
1) Fasting – giving something up or doing something
else more positive.
2) Prayer – building our relationship with God and
strengthening our faith.
3) Almsgiving – donating, giving and helping those who
are poor and in need.
What will you give up or try and do more of this Season of
Lent?
Sacrament of Reconciliation
This term our year 3 students will be celebrating the
Sacrament of 1st Reconciliation. They are beginning their
preparation by attending Commitment Masses at the
Cathedral over the next two weekends: Saturday 13th
6pm, Sunday 14th 7.30am, 9.30am or 6pm, and Saturday
20th 6pm. Due to COVID restrictions there will be no
parent and child meetings for Reconciliation.

Murray Gardiner
Assistant Principal R.E.

Learning
News
A Healthy School
A healthy school community involves everyone and sends children
the same message in the home, school, and community. In order for
students to take up the healthy habits they are taught about in class
they need to see them modelled in the adults around them.
Sun exposure in childhood and adolescence greatly increases the
chances of developing skin cancer later in life. As a SunSmart School
we require all students to wear sun protective hats (not peaked
caps) year round, or when the UV Index is 3 and above. Students
without hats are required to stay out of direct sunlight and are
encouraged to play in the shade.
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Choosing different coloured vegetables and fruits keeps it interesting
and is also good for health!

Vegetables
• Red – red capsicum, cherry tomatoes, radishes
• Orange and yellow – carrot, yellow tomatoes, corn, orange and
yellow capsicum
• Green – celery, cucumber, snow peas, sugar snap peas, broccoli,
green capsicum, peas, avocado
• Blue and purple – purple carrot, purple cauliflower
• White and brown – mushrooms, cauliflower

Fruit
• Red – strawberry, red apples, watermelon, red grapes, cherries,
raspberries, red plum, tamarillos
• Orange and yellow – orange, mango slices, pawpaw, apricot,
mandarin, peaches, sliced persimmon, sliced pineapple, rockmelon,
tangerine
• Green – honeydew melon, green apple, green grape, pear
• Blue and purple – figs, black grapes, blueberries, purple-skinned
plums
• White and brown – bananas, brown pears, nashi pears, white
nectarines, white peaches, lychee
Participating in our daily Crunch & Sip break is a great way to support
good health and to help learning.
For more information go to www.crunchandsip.com.au

Sunscreen is available throughout the school and its use is
encouraged. Sun protection is also encouraged through teacher and
parent role modelling and classroom activities.
For more information go to www.generationsunsmart.com.au
During the school day we also allow children to re-fuel with
vegetables or fruit and rehydrate by drinking water in the classroom.
Many children do not eat the recommended serves of fruit and
vegetables. Vegetable consumption is particularly low, with recent
government research revealing that only 6% of Australian children
eat enough. Crunch & Sip is the perfect opportunity to eat extra
serves of these foods essential to good health.
Children who don’t drink enough water during the day can become
dehydrated, irritable, experience headaches and may have difficulty
concentrating in class. We allow each child to have a water bottle
in the classroom to sip on throughout the day.
Please send children to school each day with:
• an extra serve of vegetables or fruit to eat in the classroom.
• a clean bottle filled with water.
The vegetables and fruit provided for Crunch &Sip should be in
addition to those already included in the lunchbox.

We can all have a positive influence on children’s mental and physical
health by maintaining consistency between what we say and what we
do – both at school and at home. Let’s work together to create happy
and healthy students ready for learning!

Judi Hollands
Assistant Principal Curriculum

General News
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Dear Families,
School Fees 2021
We implemented a new operating system (AoS) part way through last year. This year’s school fees will not be invoiced until
mid/late February. A cover letter will be included, and parents/guardians will be asked what payment method they will
use. If you choose to pay the fees weekly/fortnightly/monthly/term options, AoS will indicate an amount to pay to have the
fees cleared by the end of November.
If you are the holder of a means tested concession card or Health Care Card, please bring it to the office and complete
an application form for the Tuition Discount offered by CEWA.
Please be assured that the ongoing enrolment of every child at St Francis Xavier is guaranteed irrespective of a family’s
financial situation. If you do not qualify for the Tuition discount but are experiencing financial difficulties, arrangements
can be made to provide support to assist you with tuition costs. It is critical that you make contact with Jane or Michelle as
soon as you can.

Canteen News

Page 5

Week 1

Term One Planner 2021
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

Feb 1

2

3

4

5

6

Students
Commence

Week 2

8

Kindy Students
Commence
9

Year 6 Leadership
Applications Due

7

10

11

13

Reconciliation
Commitment
Masses
14

Week 3

15

16

OPEN EVENING
3:30 – 5:30PM
Shrove Tuesday
Prayer Service
8.45am UCA
23

17

Ash Wednesday

18

Welcoming & Ash
Wednesday Mass
9.30am UCA
24

19

Year 6 Leadership
Speeches 1.30pm

20

Reconciliation
Commitment
Masses
21

25

Week 4

22

Week 5

12

26

Yr 5 Reconciliation
9am MPR

27
28

Yr 6 Leadership
Assembly & Badge
Blessing
March 1
Labour Day
Public Holiday

2

3

4

5

World Day of Prayer

6
7

Yr 4 Reconciliation
Lit 9am MPR
9

10

Week 6

8

11

Faction Swimming
Carnival (Yr 4-6)

12

Yr 6 Reconciliation
Liturgy 9am MPR

13
14

Assembly
Week 7
Harmony
Week

15

P&F Meeting
Board Meeting

23

17

St Patrick's Day

18

Parent Information
Night PP - 2
24

Chrism Mass 5pm

Week 8

22

16

19

Harmony Week
Incursion

20

Yr 2 Family
Mass 6pm
Cathedral
21

25

NAPLAN
Practice Test

26

Yr 3 Sacrament of
Reconciliation Retreat Day

27
28

Palm Sunday

Term 2
Week 1

Week 9
Holy
Week

Assembly
29

30

31

April 19

20
Students Commence

21

Holy Week Prayer
Service 11.05am

April 1

All Students
finish

2

Good Friday

3 Easter
Saturday
4 Easter Sunday

23

24

All Staff finish

PUPIL FREE DAY

22

25
ANZAC Day

Please note that this calendar is subject to change

Community News
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News
Community
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