St Francis Xavier
Primary School

February 2021
Volume 2

From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
In the first newsletter I referenced St Francis Xavier’s Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct outlines the minimum
standards of behaviour expected to ensure the safety and well-being of all members, especially the students, of our school
community. The Code of Conduct is available on our school website.
It encompasses both personal and social contact with other members of the community, as well as the use of ICT and online
environments while at school. But at times things go wrong in schools. This includes St Francis Xavier. It is timely that as
adults we remember that complaints should be dealt with appropriately and that the dignity of children should be
maintained at all times.
A few tips to assist families when dealing with complaints.
• It is inappropriate and damaging to gossip and discuss other family’s children with each other.
• It is inappropriate and damaging to contact other families directly. Any school incident should be communicated to
and dealt with at school by staff involved.
• Listen and be empathetic to your child if they voice an issue. Contact the classroom teacher to clarify the issue. At
times we all forgot to include some information and gaining clarity often places issues into perspective.
As a school I know things go wrong. Effective communication will ensure complaints are dealt with in a timely manner
whilst maintaining the dignity of those involved.
To ensure disputes are managed timely and dealt with by the appropriate staff, families are requested to use the following
flowchart as a guide.

God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal
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Project Compassion

Reconciliation
The season of Lent is a time of preparing ourselves for Easter.
One of the traditional ways is to do this is by participating in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Our year three students
have begun to prepare themselves to receive this for the first
time later in the term, while the students in year 4, 5 and 6
will be given the opportunity to participate in individual
confession over the next few weeks.

This term our Social Justice focus is on the Project Compassion
appeal run by Caritas Australia. During the season of Lent we
are asked to become closer to God and Jesus through praying,
fasting and almsgiving.
Each year Project Compassion brings together thousands of
Australians in schools, parishes and the community to stand in
solidarity with the world’s most vulnerable communities, to
help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.

The mission of Jesus is all about understanding and healing
people’s lives. Jesus wants people to experience peace and
good relationships. He invites his followers to share in his life
by reaching out to others with love and respect.
Jesus helped people by reaching out, healing and forgiving
them. He taught them and showed them that God’s love has
no limits. God’s love gives people comfort, forgiveness and
hope. This is the basis of what Reconciliation is all about.
This year, the theme of Project Compassion is “Be More.” It
challenges us to venture into a new experience of compassion,
and is taken from the invitation of Saint Oscar Romero, to
“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” This message
invites us to step up and step out for those who do not have the
essential resources they need for their survival.

As a school we focus on restorative practice as a key part of
our behaviour management procedure. This practice aims to
restore relationships that have been damaged, which is
exactly what happens during the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Our relationship with God has been restored.

Good Luck
Good luck to Daniel Price and Ryan Lynas competing in the
State Country Pennants Swimming Carnival this weekend in
Mt Barker. All the best boys.

This week we are focussing on:

HONESTY

Last week each family received a small money box. I encourage
you to fill the box with loose change and return it to school.
This is just one way we can collective support the appeal. In
class students will also learn more about the people and
communities that will be supported through Caritas.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Maddie Gray, Luca Priolo and former student
Clare Gardiner who were part of the winning team at the State
Regional Synchronised Swimming titles on the weekend. The
girls have only been training synchro swimming for less then 9
months and will now compete at the state titles in a couple of
weeks. Well done girls.

Murray Gardiner
Assistant Principal R.E.
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Our Factions

Positive Behaviour for Learning

Do you know which faction your student is in?

Our behaviour policy is a pro-active, positive discipline model

that is based on the principle that desirable behaviours can be
taught. This instructional, teaching-based model can be
specifically used to prevent and decrease problem behaviour
and to maintain appropriate behaviours.
At Saint Francis Xavier, we have the school-wide expectation
that all students have the right to be safe, valued and
respected to enable them to learn. Our behaviour matrix
describes the explicit behaviours that demonstrate those
expectations across a range of school activities. Each Monday
we meet as a community and share how we can meet these
expectations in our day.

Xavier
Named after St Francis
Xavier, patron saint of
missionaries and one of the
founders of the Jesuit order.

Nagle
Named after the foundress
of the “Sisters of the
Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary” (PBVM), Nano
Nagle.

We encourage all parents and students to ‘use the language’
of our matrix when discussing behaviour, as this provides
consistency and reinforces those expectations right across the
school community.
For a copy go to https://sfx.wa.edu.au/compliance-policies

Thomas
Named after Francis Xavier
Thomas, Bishop of the
Diocese of Geraldton when
the school first opened.

Griffin
Named after the founding
Principal of St Francis
Xavier, Sister Mary Agnes
Griffin.

Student Leadership
School life provides many opportunities for young people to
develop and demonstrate leadership skills. Formal student
leadership opportunities for students to be elected as Head Boy,
Head Girl or Faction Captains has the potential to positively
influence the school environment and the behaviour of all
students.

Cash for Containers
Donate to our school by using our scheme ID C10289353 at
your local refund point.

Judi Hollands
Assistant Principal Curriculum

Last week saw our Year 6 students prepare their nominations and
present their speeches to the student body. Our school has a set
of criteria and expectations for these positions, and students
spoke of how they would be ambassadors for our school and role
models to our students. Through their speeches, our students
demonstrated not only their maturity and confidence in public
speaking, but also expressed their dedication and commitment to
our school.
Congratulations to all the students who nominated. The student
leaders for 2021 are:
• Head Boy – Jordan Clark
• Head Girl – Luca Priolo
• Xavier Faction Captains – Sylas Jeffery & Kayla Fehlauer
• Nagle Faction Captains – Daniel Price & Madeline Gray
• Griffin Faction Captains – Henry Doyle & Emily Kirby
• Thomas Faction Captains – Taj Teakle & Caitlin Williams
We look forward to seeing each and every one grow in their skills
as the year progresses.
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Dear Families,
School Fees 2021
All families should have received their school fees by email. If you
have not received yours, please contact the office or email
finance@sfx.wa.edu.au. Every family is required to return the
Payment Option Advice Form that was attached to the fees.
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Crunch &Sip
Our school is participating in March Munch, where students challenge themselves to crunch on
vegetables for Crunch&Sip® during the month of March.

Crunch&Sip® is a set break during the school day for students to eat vegetables or fruit
and drink water in the classroom. Please send vegetables for your child to eat for Crunch&Sip®
during March. Snow peas, a whole celery stick, cut up cucumber or capsicum, cauliflower florets,
cherry tomatoes or carrot sticks are all great choices. For more information head to
crunchandsip.com.au/event/1/march-munch-2021
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