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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Last week we celebrated Harmony Week. A way to recognise the cultural diversity within our school community. We also
differ in other ways.
Imagine this. A group of students are running on the basketball courts. A ball bounces in their path and they trip, each one
falling to the ground. They’re okay, except for a minor scrape for which they need a Band-Aid.
One at a time they are asked where they were hurt.
The first child says her left hand is hurt. A Band-Aid is placed on her left hand.
The second child says he scraped his right elbow. A Band-Aid is placed on his left hand - just like the first child.
The third child says that he scraped his cheek. A Band-Aid is given again on his left hand.
Am I being fair to the second child, who hurt his elbow, when I put a Band-Aid on his left hand just because that’s where I
put the Band-Aid on the first child?
Being fair doesn’t mean treating everyone exactly the same. It means treating each person the way that they need to be
treated at that particular time.
This discussion continues into learning. At times, some children need support with reading, others in counting. And some
children need support in learning how to behave at school. And we do this too.
Each child needs learning opportunities at their level. At St Francis Xavier;
• If a child does not know how to read, we support them learn how to read.
• If a child does not know how count, we support them learn how to count.
• If a child does not know how to behave, we support them learn how to behave.
We acknowledge that some student’s learning needs differ and different support is required for them to reach their full
potential. And every students’ potential is different. It takes time to know what students need to develop their potential
and different levels of support.
God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal
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Holy Week
Next week, as a Church, we celebrate the most important week
of our year, Holy Week. Beginning seven days before Easter, the
week starts with Palm Sunday and ends with Holy Saturday.
Easter is not part of Holy Week, but rather the beginning of the
Easter season.
Palm Sunday: On this day, we celebrate the triumphant entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. On that day, the people
laid and waved palms before him, a gesture reserved for
triumphant leaders.

Jesus in the Temple: When Jesus entered the Temple, he angrily
drove out the money changers who had turned the Temple court
into a market place. Once the court was cleared, Jesus began
teaching the masses. Meanwhile, his enemies began plans to kill
him.

Good Friday: On this day, we commemorate the trial, punishment,
and crucifixion of Our Lord. Christ was stripped, flogged, and
crowned with thorns. He was then forced to carry his cross to the
place of his execution. There, he was nailed to the cross.

Holy Saturday: Jesus was taken and laid quickly in a borrowed tomb,
in accord with Jewish law, which required the body to be buried by
sundown before the Sabbath. This concludes Holy Week. The
following day is Easter Sunday, the day on which it was discovered
the tomb was empty, and our Lord was resurrected, triumphing over
death once and for all.

Congratulations

Holy Thursday: On this day, Jesus celebrated the Passover feast
with the disciples. We know this feast as the Last Supper. During
the meal Jesus showed his disciples how to serve others by
washing their feet. After supper, Jesus went to the Mount of
Olives and prayed. It was here that Judas betrayed Jesus and led
the soldiers to arrest him.

Zoe Ferguson 1J
&
Alexis McPherson 6D

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal R.E.
This week we are focussing on:
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Interschool Swimming Carnival

Harmony Week
Last week, we celebrated Australia’s rich cultural diversity with
Harmony Week (15–21 March). Harmony Week is an opportunity for us
to celebrate our cultural diversity and foster a culture of inclusion,
respect and belonging for everyone.

A selection of our best swimmers from Years 4-6 competed in the
Interschool Carnival at the Aquarena on Tuesday 21st March. All
students participated brilliantly and were proud to represent the
school against four other schools from Geraldton.
St Francis Xavier students earned ribbons in several events,
including first place for:
Sahara Coyle – Year 5 50m Breaststroke Div B, Backstroke Div A
Henry Doyle – Year 6 50m Freestyle, Breaststroke Div B
Ryan Lynas - Year 6 50m Backstroke Div C
Callan Spiers - Year 6 50m Freestyle, Breaststroke Div C, Backstroke
Div B
Daniel Price - Year 6 50m Breaststroke, Backstroke Div A
Our 4x50m Year 6 boy freestyle relay team also produced some
excellent results, with a first place for the team.
Congratulations also to the following students who took out
individual awards for their performances over the meet:

Visiting performer, Bernard Mangakahia shared his cultural heritage
and entertained us with Hoop Dances, showed us his amazing
coordination using pois and even helped us create our own version of
the Haka.
Ruby Kuser – 10 Year Old Runner Up Champion Girl
Sahara Coyle – 11 Year Old Runner Up Girl
Daniel Price – 12 Year Old Champion Boy

We were very fortunate to glean an insight into the Polynesian culture
by exploring Native American, Hawaiian, New Zealand and Samoan
traditions and stories. What story can you share about your culture?

Congratulations to the overall winners, Geraldton Grammar (1128),
who were narrowly followed by St Lawrence Primary School (1055),
St Francis Xavier Primary (886), Geraldton Christian College (727)
and St Johns Primary School (699). St John’s took out the inaugural
Handicap Shield for 2021.

Special thanks to our Physical Education Teacher, Mrs Alisha Wyatt,
who coordinated the day. We are all very thankful to the many
helpers who assisted and proud of the students and how they
participated. A great team effort!

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal Curriculum

School Solar Challenge
Congratulations to our team who
participated in the Synergy Solar
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I would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped in the
canteen so far. The canteen has been very busy, and your help is
extremely appreciated.

We love having parents, grandparents and carers helping us in the
canteen and your children also love to see their family members
helping around the school too. If you have some free time, even just
one day to spare, please get in touch by calling 9923 5800 or email
admin@sfx.wa.edu.au .

Sharon Sontag

Canteen Manager
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