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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Last term I penned a newsletter piece on the importance of gratitude. This week it feels even more relevant.
Over the past two weeks we have been required to prepare and respond to various disruptions. The destruction and devastation to our
region as a result of Cyclone Seroja and the potential outbreak of COVID-19 over the weekend.
In these times it is easy to focus on the difficulties we face, but it is essential that we celebrate the amazing strengths of our school and
wider community.
•
•
•

To the staff who ensured the school was clean and ready for learning
To the parents who provided outreach by providing meals, generators and kind words to strangers
To the student who donated their savings to the relief fund

Acts of kindness, compassion and generosity are ways that we, and our children, learn to become better versions of ourselves. We should
be proud as a community of the way we continuously respond during challenges and be an inspiration to our children.
Students learn through seeing and I am grateful for the positive role models within our school community.

Ben Doyle
Principal
As part of our newsletter, we frequently explore an aspect of the School Code of Conduct. This enables a common understanding for all
members of our community ensuring our behaviours support a positive learning environment for students at St Francis Xavier.
Code of Conduct - Statement 9
You promote and preserve the trust and privilege inherent in your relationship with all members of the school community.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Model sensible relationships outside of school
Respect confidentiality
Speak positively about people
Have honest and respectful relationships with members of our community
Set responsible and appropriate boundaries with parents and students
Demonstrate appropriate social media responsibilities

Discipleship
News

Page 2
Sacrament of Eucharist

The Season of Easter
Often, we only think of Easter as that one Sunday
when we celebrate the rising of Jesus with chocolate
eggs and family get togethers. However, the Season
of Easter extends for 50 days, closing at Pentecost
when Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to his disciples.

Easter is the high point in the life of the Church,
marking Christ’s victory over sin and death. We use
the colours of white or gold during the season to
represent joy and rebirth. The Gospel stories we hear
during this season include the appearances of the
risen Jesus and a number of his missionary teachings
to the disciples.

This term our year 4 students will be celebrating the
Sacrament of 1st Holy Eucharist. Receiving the Eucharist
is central to our faith as Catholics and in order for us to
grow in faith we must be partaking in the Eucharist
during Mass.
Jesus tells us in the Gospels that, “Whoever eats my
flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in that
person. In all truth I tell you, if you do not eat the flesh
of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life
in you.”
Due to COVID restrictions the parent / child meetings
will not be taking place. Instead, a pack of information
and activities that families can do together at home will
be sent out. To start their preparation the children and
parents are asked to attend Commitment Masses this
weekend or next weekend. Families are asked to attend
one of the following Masses: Saturday 1st May at 6pm,
Sunday 2nd May at 7.30am, 9.30am or 6pm, or Saturday
8th May at 6pm.
We wish all our year 4 students and families all the best
for their preparation.

Congratulations
When Jesus calls his disciples to be his witnesses, he
wants them to preach his story and share his love with
others. He wants them to call others to repentance.
We are the disciples of the 21st century and are called
by Jesus to continue his mission.

Max Brose 2P
&
Kayley Iaria 6R

Murray Gardiner
This week we are focussing on:

COMPASSION

Assistant Principal R.E.
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Mother’s Day
Auslan
This year, as part of our Languages program, we have
been teaching and learning Auslan. Auslan is short for
Australian sign language, a language developed by, and
for, Australians who are deaf or hearing impaired. We are
also very fortunate to have many staff currently
undergoing training in Auslan to assist the deaf and
hearing impaired students in our school.
Auslan is a visual form of communication that uses hand
shapes, movements and facial expressions to deliver
messages. Children pick up sign language just like they
would learn a spoken language, just ask our 3 and 4 year
olds in the Kindergarten! Auslan is just one of the many
ways Australians who are deaf or hearing impaired
communicate with each other. It also aligns to our school
values to support our diversity and show inclusivity.
There are a number of Auslan dictionary resources you
can utilise at home to communicate with your child using
Auslan:
Auslan Dictionary (choose WA)
Sign Bank https://www.auslan.org.au/

Join us at 9.45am in the undercover area on Friday 7th
May to celebrate the role mother’s play in our lives by
participating in a whole school liturgy, activities with
our students and then morning tea. We hope to see you
all there!

AEDC
Next week our Pre-Primary staff will be involved in
collecting information as part of the Australian Early
Development Census (AEDC). The Australian Early
Development Census (AEDC) is a nationwide data
collection of early childhood development at the time
children commence their first year of full-time school.
The AEDC highlights what is working well and what
needs to be improved or developed to support children
and their families n our community by providing
evidence to support health, education and community
policy and planning.
The AEDC is held every three years, with the 2018 AEDC
data collection being the fourth collection. The
Instrument collects data relating to five key areas of
early childhood development referred to as ‘domains’,
these include:
•
•
•
•
•

Physical health and well being
Social competence
Emotional maturity
Language and cognitive skills (school-based)
Communication skills and general knowledge

The AEDC domains have been shown to predict later
health, wellbeing and academic success and are used to
support communities to bring long-term benefits to
children and their families.
For further related
information visit https://www.aedc.gov.au/

Judi Hollands
Assistant Principal Curriculum
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National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information
Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes,
bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its 21st successful year, it is a colourful,
vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's
book that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National
Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.
This year NSS takes place on Wednesday 19 May 2021 at 11:00am from the International Space Station
and we will be joining in by reading “Give Me Some Space,” written and illustrated by Philip Bunting.
Everyone can join NSS, it doesn't matter whether you are at home, a school, a public library or even a
university library!Everyone can join NSS, it doesn't matter whether you are at home, a school, a public
library or even a university library! Go to https://www.alia.org.au/nss to register at home.
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School News

Dates to Remember
April 30th - Yr 6 Parish Mass @ 12:05pm
Assembly @ 2:20pm
May 1st – Eucharist Commitment Masses

Uniforms
The Secondhand Uniform Shop is located onsite
with a range of boys and girls uniforms
available.
Contact admin on 9923 5800 for more
information.

May 7th - Mothers’ Day Liturgy & Morning Tea
May 8th – Eucharist Commitment Masses
May 9th – Mothers’ Day

Coming Up
Week 4 - Yr 6 Camp Week
NAPLAN – Years 3 and 5
Week 5 - School Photos

+

Shop For Your School
It’s as easy as
1) Shop at any of the Rigter’s Supa IGA
Store
2) 2) Tell the checkout operator you would
like to donate your points to St Francis
Xavier
3) 3) St Francis Xavier PS receives a cheque
at the end of the year
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