St Francis Xavier
Primary School
October 2021
Volume 12

From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Welcome back and a special welcome to new families, students and staff joining St Francis Xavier for the first time. Term
Four provides the opportunity to consolidate student learning and celebrate the relationships built throughout the year.
Term Four also provides the opportunity to reflect and develop processes for continuous improvement in future years. Some
of the future directions of the school are outlined below.
Capital Development Plans
Over the Christmas holidays, significant work will be occurring with the school grounds and storage sheds. In addition to
increased storage for existing purposes, on completion all archival storage will be located onsite, saving an annual expense.
As shared on social media, the senior playground will be upgraded with the addition of a student designed Ninja Warrior
course. This will be a positive addition for students and final stage of playground upgrades that commenced in 2017. I
thank the P&F and School Advisory Council for their support and guidance.
2022 Class Structures
In consultation with the School Advisory Council and Leadership Team, the decision has been made to merge the current Year
2 classes in 2022. This will result in a single Year 3 class in 2022, in line with other classes in the school. Existing student
numbers have been low, resulting in isolated learning experience for students. The merger of classes will provide students
greater opportunities to learn and develop relationships with peers from a range of cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
Staffing
Staffing for 2022 is also underway. Information will be provided to parents at the school Annual General Meeting. This will
be held on 23rd November. Parents interested in applying for a position on the School Advisory Council or P&F Executive are
encouraged to complete the form in this newsletter.

Ben Doyle

Principal
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Why homemade soccer balls?

Mission Week
Here in Australia, October marks World Mission Month, a
celebration of the global work of the Church and the
dedication of missionaries, both religious and lay, as
they reach out and support children and communities in
need around the world. World Mission Month is the
biggest celebration at Catholic Mission, and is a special
time when we are reminded of the often unseen work
missionaries in the farthest corners of the globe.
As a school we are celebrating Mission week and
‘Socktober’ during this week to sock it to poverty.
Socktober for Mission Week encourages us to engage with
mission for children by using our heads to enquire about
the reality of the world around us, using our hearts to
feel empathy for those in situations of great need, and
using our hands to take action for them in whatever way
we are able.

When Pope Francis was a boy in Argentina, he played soccer
in the streets of Buenos Aires with his friends using a ball
made of rags, tied together with string. Even as the highest
official in the Catholic Church today, Pope Francis shares
this in common with children from the poorest communities
on earth.

When we create our own sockball, made of recycled
materials and bound together with string, we are joining
millions of other children from other cultures, past and
present, and forming a clearer comprehension of what it
means to ‘have’ and ‘have not’. The empathy that comes
with this is what drives our desire to make a difference.

CHRIST Awards
During the week students will listen to a guest speaker,
Sr Pat, about the work she has done as a missionary in
South East Asia, and learn about how Catholic Mission
has helped the Kindergarten Centre run by the Good
Shepherd Sisters in Thailand.
On Tuesday students wore their crazy socks to school and
brought in a gold coin donation to raise money for
Catholic Mission. Students were also encouraged to
make their own homemade soccer ball from old socks
and rubbish to participate in a soccer penalty shootout
being run by the year 6 leaders at lunch time.

Congratulations to the following students who received
their CHRIST Award at the end of last term:
Layla Patterson, Ella Jenkins, Aadhya Jebi, Jack Trembath,
Emily Mann, Lola Eastman, Christina Guida, Caden Haines,
Zharntae Manado, Morgan Allen, Sahara Coyle, Charlotte
Lanza-Carricio, Mitchell Mann, Thomas Murszewski, Sanuth
Witharana, Piper Wisewould, Allegra Tomlinson, Rocco
Tomlinson, Raven Di Loreto, Evelyn O’Brien, Olivia Tutt &
Mason Hardy

Congratulations
Evie Eastman (PPP)
&
Juliette Louis (5P)

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal R.E.

This week we are focussing on:

RESPECT
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Class Lists

World Teachers’ Day
World Teacher’s Day occurs this Friday 29th October. This is a
day for us to celebrate and be proud of all our teachers
(classroom and specialist) and the work they do for our
children. We will start the day with a cuppa to celebrate.

Teachers are beginning to prepare class lists in preparation
for 2022. The process of constructing class lists includes
significant professional discussion and planning between staff
members to create and determine class lists that have a
balance of academic ability, are close to even in number,
consider gender balance, social, emotional and behavioural
needs of students and which students work well with
particular students.
Each child will be asked to nominate students that they would
like to be in class with for the following school year assuring
them that they will have at least one of these students in their
class.
At times, we get conflicting requests where a parent would
like their child to be in the same class as a particular student
and the other child’s parent has requested that the two
children be separated. There are also occasions where parent
requests conflict with who the child has requested they would
like to be in class with.

All Saints Day
On November 1st we celebrate All Saints Day. It is an
opportunity for us to remember all saints and martyrs of the
Church. It is important to continue to tell these stories of
saints and saintly people to our children so that they have
ample models of people of faith for their own lives.
To get into the theme of the day students are asked to dress
up as their favourite Saint.

The following are rarely valid requests and generally will not
be considered:
• Requests for a particular teacher
• Requests for a child to be in a class with a particular
student.
Valid requests:
• Separating or keeping twins together.
• Providing the school with insight into relationship
issues a child may have with another student.
If you would like to make a request, please complete before
November 22nd (Week 7) in writing to admin@sfx.wa.edu.au

What’s On?
Term 4 is always a busy time of the year. Looking at the
events on the calendar it is apparent that we all need to take
some time to breathe because before we know it, the Advent
and Christmas season will be upon us. This term is not only
the shortest, but also one of the busiest and most exciting.

Online Safety
No matter what their age, if your children are online, now’s
the time to talk about online safety. It can be hard to know
how and when to talk to children about staying safe online.
While they might know a fair bit about technology, they don’t
always know as much as you do about life. To better
understand the issues and start the conversation, you need to
have the right tools, tips and advice.
Through the eSafety website, you can learn how to talk to your
children about cyberbullying, online predators and
inappropriate content. Talk to your kids before a stranger
does. Visit www.esafety.gov.au/parents

Please take the time to lock in important upcoming events as
identified
in
our
school
calendar
https://sfx.wa.edu.au/calendar For clarification or further
details, please do not hesitate in making contact with our
front administration staff or refer to Seesaw posts.

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal Curriculum
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Canteen News

In the canteen, we rely very much on volunteer help to make
the canteen a success and affordable. We love to see
parents, grandparents and carers, and your children also love
seeing their family members helping around the school also.

The tasks required from our volunteers are basic but essential for things to run smoothly. Some of these
involve doing dishes, chopping vegies, preparing recess and lunches, serving at recess and lunch times,
and helping pack the lunches for the classes.
Our canteen operates Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. If you can spare some time between 9am and
12:30pm any of these days, even if it is just one day a term, we would love to hear from you.
Please complete the form at the bottom of the newsletter and
either drop it into the admin office or email it to
admin@sfx.wa.edu.au.
Alternatively, you can call in to pick up a form to complete.

Library News

This year's Christmas Book Fair will be in the School Library from Tuesday 16th November until Friday 19th
November. Students will make their wish lists on Friday 12th November. Purchases can be made before
school each day between 8.15am and 8.45am and after school between 3pm and 3.30pm. Monday 15th
November is for PARENTS ONLY between 5.00pm – 7.00pm.

School News

Dates to Remember
Nov 1 – All Saints Dress Up Parade
Y5 5 Stargazing 6:30 – 8pm
Nov 5 - Yr 5 Reconciliation Liturgy
Monsignor Hawes Art Exhibition 6 – 8pm
Yr 6 Cricket Cup
Nov 6 – Pre-Primary Family Mass
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Enrolments
A reminder we are taking enrolments for 2022
and beyond. Places for 3YO are filling quickly
and Kindergarten is almost full for 2022 with
more enquires coming in daily for each year
group from 3YO through to Year 6.
If you intend on enrolling siblings and/or know
of anyone who are looking at enrolling their
child in St Francis, please contact admin on
9923 5800 asap so you don’t miss out!

Nov 11- Remembrance Day Service
Nov 12- Yr 4 Parish Mass
Nov 15/Week 6 - Scholastic Book Fair all week
Nov 18- Yr 4 Red Ball Gala Tennis

Coming Up
Week 7 – P&F Yr 1 (2022) Orientation
Yr 3 Reconciliaton Liturgy
Yr 6 Confirmation
Week 8 – Yr 1 – 6 Transition Day
Whole School Feast Day Mass
Week 9 – Las

Shop For Your School
It’s as easy as
1) Shop at any of the Rigter’s Supa IGA
Store
2) 2) Tell the checkout operator you would
like to donate your points to St Francis
Xavier
3) 3) St Francis Xavier PS receives a
cheque at the end of the year
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P&F News

Parents who are willing to undertake an Executive position are asked to nominate and return the application
form below.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….…………………………………………
SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL FORM
ST FRANCIS XAVIER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Name of Nominee:
Phone No:

Signature of Nominee:
Nominated by:

Information about the School Advisory Council can be found https://sfx.wa.edu.au/school-board/

…………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………….…………………………………………
P&F AGM Nomination Form
We are seeking nominations for positions on the P&F Executive Committee for 2022. If you are interested,
could you please complete the nomination form and return to the school office
The P&F shall nominate to the Principal a President, Vice President and Secretary prior to the AGM. The
Principal may ratify the nominations or ask for alternatives.
I (name of Nominee):
would
like to nominate for a position of:
+
•
•
•

President
Vice President
Secretary





on the SFX P&F Executive Committee.

Phone No: ____________________________________________________
Signature of Nominee: _____________________________________________________________
Information about the P&F and Executive Roles can be found https://sfx.wa.edu.au/parents-friends/

Community News
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Dear Families,

Canteen Volunteer Request

In the canteen we rely very much on volunteer help to make the canteen a success and affordable.
We love to see parents, grandparents and carers. Your children also love seeing family members at
recess and lunch time.

There are many benefits to volunteering! You will make new friends, you can improve or learn new
skills for future employment, you will have a few laughs with a great bunch of people, and most
important of all, you will be doing something very worthwhile for your school community. It is
impossible to put a price on the value of the work that you do for us.

The tasks required from you are basic but essential for things to run smoothly. Some of the tasks are
dishes, chopping up vegies, preparing recess and lunches, serving at both recess and lunch and help
pack the lunches for all the classes etc.

The hours are usually from around 9.00am – 12.30pm. If you are available to help during these hours,
please fill in the form below and return it to either the canteen or the office.
You also get time to enjoy a cuppa and lunch will be provided for you.
See you soon and many thanks,
Sharon Sontag
Canteen Manager - 99235800

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………..…
Volunteers Name

Relationship to school (eg Parent/guardian/grandparent/other)
Best contact number

Eldest Child’s name and class

What is your preferred day to volunteer? (Tuesday/ Thursday /Friday)
How many days a term are you available?
Are you available in an emergency?

