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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
As we race towards the end of the 2021 school year, I wish to update all families on changes to our regular end of year
events and encourage all members of our community to attend.
Due to an increasingly busy end of year schedule, the Parents and Friends made the difficult decision to move the annual
Feast Day Celebrations to the start of the school year. The P&F Open Nights is planned bigger and better than ever on
Friday 9th February 2022. A great way to start the school year and welcome new families.
Christmas Concert and Awards Night
The annual end of year concert is being held on Thursday 9 th November for a 5:00pm start. This is a positive way to
celebrate the end of the school year and celebrate our vibrant learning community.
Staffing
Staffing for 2022 is still be finalised for 2022. An updated list of staff will be provided at the AGM and available in the final
newsletter of the school year however I am pleased to announce the following staff will be joining our community in 2022.
Emily Probert, Kelsey Stribbling and Johanna Bailey.
In addition, Michael Patrick has decided to continue his role In Ringer Soak in 2022 and Mr Simon Place recently accepted a
position at Nagle Catholic College. I wish to acknowledge Michael and Simon’s contributions and look forward to updates
next year. A replacement process is currently being conducted and final staffing will be released once this is complete.

Ben Doyle
Principal
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Advent

Remembrance Day
Last Thursday as a school we celebrated and
acknowledged Remembrance Day with a prayer service
on the senior oval. The service, lead by year 6 leaders,
included an opportunity for students to lay poppies and
wreaths, have a minute silence, pray prayers of peace
and the junior choir performed an ANZAC song.

Two years ago, on Remembrance Day we planted a pine
tree near the senior oval. The tree was grown from a
seedling that originated from a pine log laying across the
Turkish trenches in Gallipoli. The lone pine tree at
Gallipoli marks the site of the Battle of Lone Pine, a
ferocious close quarters battle between the ANZAC and
Turkish soldiers that lasted four days.

The Church season of Advent consists of the four weeks
leading up to Christmas as a time of preparation for the
coming of Jesus and is one of the most important seasons
of the Church year. Although this season does not begin for
a couple more weeks, as a school we are beginning to
acknowledge, learn and celebrate the season over the last
four weeks of school, as it mainly occurs during holidays.

Advent means waiting, coming and expectation. We wait
in expectation to celebrate and remember Jesus’ birth,
just like we remember our own birthday. There are several
symbols and images we use to help us prepare during
Advent, such as an Advent calendar, the Jesse Tree, Advent
wreath, Advent candles and the colour purple. Each week
also has a different theme to focus on: Hope, Peace, Joy &
Love.
Sometimes in the lead up to Christmas we become focused
on buying presents, parties, catching up with people and
buying food etc. This year let us keep our focus on
preparing ourselves with time for prayer and reflection.

CHRIST Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have
achieved their CHRIST Awards for displaying our school
values: Saoirse Brennan, Josie Parasiliti, Nyabouth Kew,
Aidan O’Brien, Adelaide Royce, Logan Stewart, Skye
Sweetman, Liliana Wass, Soleil Homer, Eleanor Vollmer,
Ruby Kuser, Jocelyn Slater, Vienna Eastough, Isla Wyatt,
Brydon Fehlauer, Amina Aldridge and William Royce.
The tree is a symbol of not only remembrance of battles,
but also of hope and the growth of peace. It reminds us
not only of the many battles and losses from war, but
also of the need for peace and finding better ways to
solve disputes.

Congratulations to 5P who achieved 100 values tokens.

Congratulations
Evelyn O’Brien (3C)
&
Coen Main (5S)

This week we are focussing on:

RESPECT

Murray Gardiner
Assistant Principal R.E.
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Pets on school grounds

End of Year Activities
As the end of the year rapidly draws to a close, there
are many activities planned. These dates are a great
opportunity to come together and celebrate the
year. Further information will be forthcoming in the
weeks ahead. Feel free to join us!
•
•
•
•

Tues 23rd Nov Annual General Meeting 5.00pm
Fri 3rd Dec St Francis Xavier Feast Day Mass
9.30am Cathedral
Tues 7th Dec Year 6 Graduation Mass 6.00pm
Cathedral
Thurs 9th Dec our annual Christmas Concert
Night.

With the beautiful summer weather we are
currently experiencing, we see many families are
taking advantage of this time to walk their dogs to
school each day.
Please remember that dogs are not permitted inside
the school grounds. We request that families be
mindful of children and adults who may have a fear
of dogs, and say goodbye to their child/ren away
from the gates.

Gifts
At this time of year, some families want to give
staff members an end of year Christmas gift. Whilst
this is appreciated, it is not necessary. If you
choose to give a gift to a staff member, please
consider a card with a special message inside
instead. Our greatest gift is seeing your children
enjoy learning and reaching their full potential!

2022 Class Preparation
If you are leaving St Francis Xavier and your
child/ren will not be returning to school in 2021
please ensure that you have notified us as we have
families looking for enrolments for next year and
we’re in the process of concluding our class lists for
2022.
If you are just moving to a new house or changing
your workplace, please ensure that you provide upto-date contact details before the start of the
school year.

Judi Hollands
Assistant Principal Curriculum

Class News
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Canteen News

Each week, Mrs Sontag and the wonderful
volunteers make an average of 320 recess and
lunch meals for students and staff. That is an
average of 3200 meals per term, 12,800 meals
per school year. This is more than 2600
recess and lunches made in 2020.

Along with the usual favourites available, Mrs
Sontag makes a range of fresh meals such as
spaghetti bolognaise, macaroni cheese, lasagne
and salads along with burgers, wraps and
sandwiches with Gluten Free options available
to choose from also.
At recess there are freshly made pikelets and
muffins as well as fruit and much more to
choose from. Options vary daily. To view the
full menu, visit https://sfx.wa.edu.au/canteen/
We rely very much on volunteer help to
make the canteen a success and affordable.
The children also love to see their mum,
dad, grandparents, carers, aunts & uncles
at recess and lunch time.
The hours are usually from around 9am –
12pm. You get time to enjoy a cuppa and
lunch is provided.
Mrs Sontag is looking for more volunteers for
2022.
We appreciate everyone is busy but if you or a
family member have some free time available
on a Tuesday, Thursday or Friday throughout
the year please complete the form below, call
the office on 9923 5800 or register your
interest at https://sfx.wa.edu.au/volunteers/
Thank you for your support.
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Library News

Scholastic Book Fair
This week the School Library held the Scholastic Book Fair.
This years’ Christmas theme was a hit with the kids where
they got to choose from a range of books that is packed with
a multitude of genres, including fantasy, classics,
reference, award-winners, humour, non-fiction and
mystery.

There was a great selection of books
suitable for both girls and boys within each
age group which captures their imaginations
and excites them about reading.
Each book fair is designed to give kids access
to more books they want to read from
relevant new-releases to classic award
winners.
On Monday, Mrs Boxall held the first Parent Only Evening. This allowed parents to browse the range of books
on offer and do some child free shopping for Christmas. Thank you to those who were able to come along
and support and make the evening a success.
All proceeds of books sold through Scholastic goes back into purchasing more books for the school library.

Important Library Information
Week 7 - Commencing November 22. This is the last week for borrowing books from the library.
Week 8 – Commencing November 29. All books must be returned to the school library for inventory.

School News

Dates to Remember
Nov 23 – Yr 1 Orientation for PP students (P&F)
Nov 23 – AGM 5pm
Nov 26 – Yr 3 Reconciliation Liturgy 9am
Nov 26 - 2C Assembly 2.20pm

Coming Up
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Enrolments
A reminder we are taking enrolments for 2022
and beyond. Places for 3YO are filling quickly
and Kindergarten is almost full for 2022 with
more enquires coming in daily for each year
group from 3YO through to Year 6.
If you intend on enrolling siblings and/or
know of anyone who are looking at enrolling
their child in St Francis, please contact admin
on 9923 5800 asap so you don’t miss out!

Week 8
Dec 1 – Transition Day Yr 1-6
Dec 3 - Whole School Feast Day Mass
Week 9
Dec 7 – Yr 6 Graduation Mass 6pm
Dec 9 – Christmas Concert 5pm
Dec 10 – Yr 6 Leaving Assembly
Dec 10 – Yr 6 Big Day Out
Dec 10 – Last day for students

Important Dates 2022
Jan 17 – Admin Office opens
Jan 31 – Students, including 3YO, commence
Year 6 Leadership Applications open
Feb 1 – Kindy students commence

Shop For Your School
It’s as easy as
1) Shop at any of the Rigter’s Supa IGA
Store
2) 2) Tell the checkout operator you
would like to donate your points to St
Francis Xavier
3) 3) St Francis Xavier PS receives a
cheque at the end of the year

School News
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Health Plans
As we look forward to 2022 can those families with a child on a medical plan (eg asthma or anaphylaxis)
to book an appointment with the relative health professional to update your child’s Action Plan. It is
important they are reviewed and updated each year so that we can provide the best possible response
in the event of a medical emergency.

Sunsmart Policy

As part of our Sunsmart Policy all children and staff are required to wear a hat during playtime. To keep
our children and staff safe from the damage of the sun our no hat no play policy will be in place for all
of Term 4.

Water Bottles
Last year, in the interest of health and safety, we replaced our water fountains with water bottle
fillers. As part of the Crunch & Sip program the children are encouraged to drink water throughout the
+ and fill their water bottles as needed. Water is an essential part of a healthy balanced diet
day
because the body relies on it to function properly. We need water for digestion, to absorb nutrients,
help us move, get rid of waste products and to regulate our body temperature.
We have noticed a growing increase of children coming to school without their water bottle. While we
do have cups available for children when needed, some aren’t drinking nearly enough water throughout
the day. Having their water bottle available to sip from throughout the day helps ensure the children
drink plenty of water and minimises disruption to their learning from having to continually leave class
to fill up their cups. Now that the weather is warming up it is particularly important for children to stay
hydrated.
Two thirds of our bodies are made up of water. Being dehydrated can cause tiredness, headaches,
crankiness, poor concentration, and poor sports performance.
The recommended daily intake of water for children is:
• 5 to 8 years old: 1 litre
• 9 to 12 years old: 1.5 Litres
• 13 years and older: 2 litres
For more information visit https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/hydration-tips-for-children

Community News
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Canteen Volunteer Request
Dear Families,
In the canteen we rely very much on volunteer help to make the canteen a success and affordable.
We love to see parents, grandparents and carers. Your children also love seeing family members at
recess and lunch time.
There are many benefits to volunteering! You will make new friends, you can improve or learn new
skills for future employment, you will have a few laughs with a great bunch of people, and most
important of all, you will be doing something very worthwhile for your school community. It is
impossible to put a price on the value of the work that you do for us.
The tasks required from you are basic but essential for things to run smoothly. Some of the tasks are
dishes, chopping up vegies, preparing recess and lunches, serving at both recess and lunch and help
pack the lunches for all the classes etc.
The hours are usually from around 9.00am – 12.30pm. If you are available to help during these hours,
please fill in the form below and return it to either the canteen or the office.
You also get time to enjoy a cuppa and lunch will be provided for you.
See you soon and many thanks,
Sharon Sontag
Canteen Manager - 99235800

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………..…
Volunteers Name
Relationship to school (eg Parent/guardian/grandparent/other)
Best contact number
Eldest Child’s name and class
What is your preferred day to volunteer? (Tuesday/ Thursday /Friday)
How many days a term are you available?
Are you available in an emergency?

