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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Firstly, a big thank you for supporting the State Government mandates. The introduction of masks has been
seamless and your support has ensured the delivery of educational programs has continued uninterrupted.
Optimistically, we hope that students’ education can continue uninterrupted for the remainder of the year.
Changes regarding close contacts and isolation for schools and the community are occurring frequently. The
most recent, coming into effect this morning. In the event of a COVID case being identified at school, a
communication process has been developed and will be implemented. Importantly, the confidentiality and
dignity of individuals involved should be maintained and I ask all members of our community to be mindful of
when positive cases are identified at St Francis Xavier to respect individuals’ privacy. Importantly, if a parent
has any concerns or requires clarity, please contact the department of health or visit;
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/covid-19-coronavirus
This year I am acutely aware that current mandates limit the ability to communicate incidentally with parents.
The best educational outcomes occur when the home and school work in partnership together.
Last week, teachers provided a general introduction into the classrooms and shared aspects of your child’s day
via TEAMS. TEAMS or phone meetings will be the regular tool to communicate until directives change.
Traditional meetings, such as the Term One Learning Journey or Three-Way Interview, currently cannot proceed.
As a result, I encourage all parents with questions or concerns to contact their child’s teacher. TEAMS is a
platform that is already being used successfully to share student work samples and develop strong partnerships
to support children’s learning to occur.

God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal

Discipleship
News
The Season of Lent

Last week we celebrated the beginning of the season of
Lent. The season starts on Ash Wednesday and runs for
forty days until Easter. As a school we celebrated Ash
Wednesday with a liturgy with Fr Brenton, that students
could join in with via Teams in their classroom. During
the liturgy students received a sprinkle of ashes on their
heads from their class teacher. The ashes were made
from burning the student’s Lenten promises: what they
will try and do during the season of Lent.
In the Christian tradition the forty days originated with
Jesus spending forty days and nights in the wilderness
or desert, at the end of which he was tempted by the
devil. While your motivation might be to kick a bad
habit or take up a good one, there is a long tradition of
giving something up for Lent. People have followed this
tradition in a variety of ways, giving up specific items
(abstaining) or having meat-free days during Lent.
Giving something up is also a chance to make a positive
difference. Give up something which is harmful to
others, set aside time to reflect and pray, and unite
your friends to support people experiencing poverty.
There are three things we are asked to focus on and do
during the Season of Lent:
1) Fasting – giving something up or doing something
else more positive.
2) Prayer – building our relationship with God and
strengthening our faith.
3) Almsgiving – donating, giving and helping those
who are poor and in need.
What will you give up or try and do more of this Season
of Lent?

This week we are focussing on:

SELF-CONTROL
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Project Compassion

This term our Social Justice focus is on the Project
Compassion appeal run by Caritas Australia. During the
season of Lent we are asked to become closer to God and
Jesus through praying, fasting and almsgiving.
Each year Project Compassion brings together thousands of
Australians in schools, parishes and the community to stand
in solidarity with the world’s most vulnerable communities,
to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.

This year, the theme of Project Compassion is “For All
Future Generations.” It is an expression of hope and
reminds us that the good that we do today will extend and
impact the lives of generations to come. It invites us to
make the world a better place by working together now
and finding long-term solutions to global issues.
Last week each family received a small money box. I
encourage you to fill the box with loose change and return
it to school. This is just one way we can support the
appeal. In class students will also learn more about the
people and communities that will be supported through
Caritas.

Yr 2 Family Mass

Next weekend on Saturday 19th March at 6pm, our year two
classes and families will be leading the parish Mass at the
Cathedral. We invite all families in our school community
to come along and join in the celebration with our parish.

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal
Faith & Wellbeing

Learning
News
Literacy Instruction & Intervention
At St Francis Xavier we emphasise a data-driven approach to
education, employing programs of proven efficacy, and
continually collecting data on the effectiveness of the
programs deployed.
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Our tutoring, or learning support programs, provide students with
increasingly intensive levels of assistance depending on their rate
of progress.
MiniLit provides explicit instruction in phonemic awareness,
phonics for reading and spelling, letter formation, and text
reading. It is provided for students in Year 1 and 2.

Our approach to literacy instruction and intervention, from
early literacy preparation; to initial literacy for whole
classes; to small group and individual interventions for
struggling readers; is based on scientific evidence-based best
practice.

MacqLit is provided for small groups of older low-progress readers
from Year 3-6 which covers phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.

Early literacy preparation in Kindergarten is supported with
PreLit. PreLit focusses on phonological awareness and oral
language development through shared story book reading.

Initial literacy for Pre-Primary to Year 1 is supported with
InitiaLit. This focuses on phonics, vocabulary and listening
comprehension. The scope of the program broadens in Year
2 to cover spelling, reading comprehension and fluency,
grammar, and vocabulary.

Word Attack Skills program assists older students who have
learned basic decoding skills but still find it hard to access more
challenging texts or those who find reading laborious, lack fluency
and have become demotivated. This takes students through more
complex letter combinations, affixes and multi-syllable words.
The Reading Tutor Program is an intervention program for lowprogress readers or students from Year 2 and up who need help
improving reading skills, especially students with English as a
second language. It covers phonics (or word attack skills)
including accuracy, fluency and spelling; high-frequency sight
word recognition to access text quickly as well as supported book
reading.
For further information go to https://multilit.com/programs

Our approach is to find out what skills students do have and
which areas are cause for concern, and to then fill in their
knowledge with direct, systematic and intensive teaching
and/or tutoring of these skills.

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal
Teaching & Learning

General News
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School Fees 2022
School Fees were invoiced on the 3rd February and sent out by email. If you did not receive yours,
please let me know. A cover letter was included, and parents/guardians were asked what payment
method they will use. There is still a number of families who have not returned this form, please do
so as soon as possible. If you have paid your fees in a lump sum, please disregard.
If you are the holder of a means tested concession card or Health Care Card, please bring it to the
office and complete an application form for the Tuition Discount offered by CEWA.
Please be assured that the ongoing enrolment of every child at St Francis Xavier is guaranteed
irrespective of a family’s financial situation. If you do not qualify for the Tuition discount but are
experiencing financial difficulties, arrangements can be made to provide support to assist you with
tuition costs. It is critical that you make contact with Jane or Michelle as soon as you can.

Canteen News
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Did you know…..
Our Canteen is open every
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
with healthy homemade options
as well as the regular favourites
to choose from

Kindy, Pre-Primary and Years 1
through to 6 can order their recess
and lunch on these days

And…
The menu changes for each day
of the week so there is a variety
to choose from
You can view the menus and order
online on the school website
https://sfx.wa.edu.au/canteen/
There are also cash and eftpos
options available at the canteen

Community News
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