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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers

The Second Step program continues to be implemented at St Francis Xavier. This month, our schoolwide theme has been skills for learning: listening, focusing attention, using self-talk to stay on-task,
and being assertive when asking for help with a learning task. In our Monday morning virtual assembly,
we have been reminding students of these skills, which help students be active and successful learners.
As adults, we can also reinforce these behaviours positively at home. Authentic listening is an
important skill requiring active participation. Good listening skills might be communicated
cosmetically with a nod, smile, eye contact, show concern, or encouragement whereas active listeners
will:
• Focus
• Question
• “Listen” to the speaker’s body language
• Paraphrase, clarify and summarise
• Express Empathy
As a task when you discuss your child’s day, put the busyness of life to the side and actively tune in to
what they are saying. Your children are amazing and authentically listening to what they do each day
is one way to strengthen your relationship and find out about the learning opportunities at school.

God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal
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Reconciliation
The season of Lent is a time of renewal and starting
again. One of the ways that we can become renewed is
by celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Over the past couple of weeks our year 4, 5 and 6
children have had the opportunity to participate in
individual Reconciliation with Fr Brenton and Fr Any parents who are interested in receiving Reconciliation, or
Timothy. Our Year Three students will be celebrating confession, these are held in the Cathedral every Friday
the Sacrament of 1st Reconciliation this Friday.
11.30am – 11.55am, and Saturdays 11am – 12pm and 5.30pm
nd
The students often say that they are nervous or worried – 5.55pm. A special 2 Rite of Reconciliation (Liturgy
before they go to sit and talk with the priest. Like all followed by reconciliation) will be held during Holy Week in
of us, they find it hard to admit that they have done the the Cathedral.
wrong thing and are worried what the priest might think
about them. However, afterwards they always say how
much better they feel and how glad they are that they
went. Even the students who are non-Catholic and have
not done their First Reconciliation, have the
opportunity to go and receive a blessing from Father.

Harmony Week

Last week as a school we recognized and celebrated
Harmony Week. This year’s theme was ‘Everyone Belongs’.
The week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It is
about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for
everyone.

After their Reconciliation the Year 4 students took time
On Monday students recognised the week by wearing orange
to reflect and journal about their experience.
ribbons and throughout the week read stories and did
activities in class to learn about different cultures.

Congratulations

Colton Burke 2C
Alice Kuser 2D
Zharntae Manado 6D
&
Aimy Jayesh 6R

This week we are focussing on:

HONESTY

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal
Faith & Wellbeing
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Randolph Stow Young Writer’s Award

Bebras Computational Thinking
Challenge
Many everyday tasks that require a step-by-step approach or
learning a routine involve computational thinking. Examples
include following a recipe, getting dressed and being ready
for school in the morning, and following the rules of a game.
Computational thinking is a key idea in the WA: Technologies
Curriculum. It includes:
• organising information (data) logically
• breaking down problems into parts
• understanding patterns and models
• creating algorithms (step-by-step instructions).
Selected students from Year 3 – Year 6 will put these skills to
the test when they take part in the annual Bebras Challenge
aimed at promoting computational thinking amongst
students. We wish them luck!

We are encouraging all students from Year 3-6 to share their craft
of creative writing. The 2022 Randolph Stow Young Writers Awards
writing competition is now open and will run until Monday 4 July
2022. The competition is divided into two categories, poetry and
prose, and students are eligible to enter both categories, but only
one entry is permitted for each category. Entries are to be a
single piece of work written by one person.
More information about the competition including Terms and
Conditions can be found on the entry form, which is available at
the Geraldton and Mullewa Libraries or can be downloaded from
https://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/kids/randolph-stow-youngwriters-awards.aspx

Recycling
Educating our children about the importance of recycling provides
our community with a path to a greener future. We can all play
an important role in rethinking what we do with our waste by
encouraging students to become instruments of change at school,
at home and when they are out and about.
We collect a range of products to reduce the impact on our earth.
Start collecting with your child today!
Soft Plastics – Bread Bags

Bread Tags
If you would like to test your computational skills, check out
https://digitalcareers.csiro.au/en/Resources/BebrasUnplugged

Geraldton Music Festival

Mobile Phones

Cartridges

Cans and bottles

Unfortunately, the Geraldton Music Festival will not be
running this year due to COVID uncertainty. Despite this,
students will be practicing their choir pieces and developing
their oral performance skills during the term, as well as
performing in Music lessons. Hopefully the festival continues
in 2023!
ID number is C10289353

Judi Hollands

Assistant Principal
Teaching & Learning
Past winners at SFX
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Shop For Your School
The Rigters Group Shop For Your School Program is designed to give schools extra funds to purchase the
things that matter the most, and are most needed to help students get the most from their schooling.
For every dollar spent, St Francis Xavier gets one point which is then converted into dollars. Thank you
to Rigters Group for our recent cheque of $122.79 and thank you to our school community for shopping
at Rigters Stores, asking for points to go toward our school.
If you would like to help St Francis Xavier earn points in the Shop For Your School program
Shop at any of the Rigters Supa IGA Stores
Tell the checkout operator you would like to donate your points to St Francis Xavier PS
St Francis Xavier then receives a cheque
St Francis uses this money to buy supplies for the children keeping costs down for parents

Xavier’s Kitchen News
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A big thankyou to our volunteers this term. Your help is greatly appreciated and
I cannot do this all without you. I hope you enjoy the well earned rest over the
coming school holidays. I look forward to seeing students and parents in Term 2.

In the canteen we rely very much on volunteer help to make the canteen a success
and affordable. We love to see parents, grandparents and carers. Your children
also love seeing family members at recess and lunch time.
We still need more volunteers. If you can spare some time, even just one morning
a term, please call the office on 9923 5800 or email admin@sfx.wa.edu.au . You
will be rewarded with a cuppa, some lunch and the beautiful smiles of the childrens
faces.

Sharon Sontag
Canteen Manager

Community News
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