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From the Principal’s Desk…
Dear Parents and Caregivers

Welcome back and a special welcome to several new families who join St Francis Xavier in Term Two.
In addition to new families, I welcome Mrs Cassandra Cohen has been appointed in the Pre-Primary
classroom, and Mrs Marnie Bombara who will be working as a Teaching Assistant in the Kindy rooms.
Mrs Hollands is currently on leave. In her absence, Mrs D’Mello is undertaking the Assistant Principal
role and Mrs Dunn is in Year Two.
Recently the P&F undertook a survey to assist in developing ideas and opportunities to plan for
upgrades to facilities within the school. I thank the parents who completed this survey and look
forward to working with the P&F to implement some of the suggestions.
As the survey was anonymous, it limited the opportunity to reply to individual feedback. I wish to
stress to all parents that any concerns should be raised with your child’s teacher immediately. This is
the best way to resolve any issues.
As a school, we aspire to have supportive relationships with parents. This requires open and honest
communication that focuses on the interest of the child. I understand COVID has limited face-to-face
appointments, however, staff are contactable via email, and TEAMS meetings have been available all
year.
Conflict in schools is normal. With 450 students, 48 staff, and over 350 families, things go wrong. Our
school Code of Conduct and complaints policy enable conflict to be dealt with at the point of need with
a focus on what is best for the child. As we ease out of restrictions, I encourage parents to make
contact with their child’s teacher and, if any issues exist, raise them immediately.
As a school that is child-focused, we need to work together to achieve the best possible outcomes.
God Bless

Ben Doyle
Principal
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Sacrament of Eucharist

The Season of Easter
Often, we only think of Easter as that one Sunday when
we celebrate the rising of Jesus with chocolate eggs and
family get togethers. However, the Season of Easter
extends for 50 days, closing at Pentecost when Jesus
sent the Holy Spirit to his disciples.

Easter is the high point in the life of the Church,
marking Christ’s victory over sin and death. We use the
colours of white or gold during the season to represent
joy and rebirth. The Gospel stories we hear during this
season include the appearances of the risen Jesus and a
number of his missionary teachings to the disciples.

This term our year 4 students will be celebrating the
Sacrament of 1st Holy Eucharist. Receiving the Eucharist is
central to our faith as Catholics and in order for us to grow in
faith we must be partaking in the Eucharist during Mass.
Jesus tells us in the Gospels that, “Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood lives in me and I live in that person. In all
truth I tell you, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”
Due to COVID restrictions the parent / child meetings will not
be taking place. Instead, a pack of information and activities
that families can do together at home will be sent out. To
start their preparation the children and parents are asked to
attend Commitment Masses this weekend or next weekend.
Families are asked to attend one of the following Masses:
Saturday 7th May at 6pm, Sunday 8th May at 7.30am, 9.30am
or 6pm, or Saturday 14th May at 6pm.
We wish all our year 4 students and families all the best for
their preparation.

Congratulations
Evie Eastman Yr 1
&
Isla Wyatt Yr 5

When Jesus calls his disciples to be his witnesses, he
wants them to preach his story and share his love with
others. He wants them to call others to repentance.
We are the disciples of the 21st century and are called
by Jesus to continue his mission.

This week we are focussing on:

RESPECT

CHRIST Awards
Thomas Murszewski (6D)
Kenah Rigter (6D)
Allegra Tomlinson (4V)

Murray Gardiner

Assistant Principal
Faith & Wellbeing
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Active Kids are Smarter Kids!
The challenge is on! Friday 20 May is National Walk
Safely to School Day.
The annual campaign, now in it’s 23rd year,
encourages all primary school children, their parents
and carers to walk safely and regularly to school.

NAPLAN is a national Literacy and Numeracy
Assessment that students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit
in May each year. It is the only national assessment
all Australian students do.

Australian children are becoming less active. Children
who are regularly physically active are healthier,
perform better academically and are less likely to be
obese or overweight. Walking regularly is the best
exercise because you can build it into your daily
routine!

NAPLAN assesses the Literacy and Numeracy skills
that students are learning through the school
curriculum and allows parents/carers to see how
their child is progressing against national standards
and over time.
Randolph Stow Young Writers Awards
NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment
and reporting process. It doesn’t replace ongoing
assessments made by teachers about student
performance, but it can provide teachers with
additional information about students’ progress.
Students are not expected to study for NAPLAN.
You can support your child by reassuring them that
NAPLAN is a part of their school program and
reminding them to simply do their best.

The competition for 2022 is now open! The award is
named in honour of Geraldton-born and
internationally acclaimed writer, Randolph Stow and
was introduced to encourage the creative talents of
students in the art of poetry and prose.
Entry to the competition is free and is open to
students in Year 3-6. Entry forms are available from
your child’s teacher or from
https://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/randolph-stow.aspx

An individual student report will be provided by the
school later in the year. To find out more, visit
nap.edu.au.

Entries must be received at the Geraldton Regional
Library by COB Monday 4 July 2022.

Sarah D’Mello

Assistant Principal
Teaching & Learning
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Sharon Sontag
Canteen Manager
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