
From the Principal’s Desk… 
 
 

Dear Parents and caregivers 
 

Thank you to the parents and caregivers who attended last week’s feedback sessions.  Your 
honesty and input were appreciated.  Participating parents created the image below at these 
sessions.  It lists the attributes participants want children to demonstrate when they leave St 
Francis Xavier.  Not surprisingly, these attributes are shared by staff. 
 

 
Reimagining how, as parents and educators, we can connect and create a vibrant learning 
community that achieves this is a key focus.  It requires a reciprocal, supportive relationship that 
acknowledges the uniqueness of every child and the complexity of the teaching profession. 
 
The primary role of educators is to plan, prepare and teach programs in a child-safe environment 
that meets the needs of students. To achieve this, teachers require a learning environment that 
values this.  As I shared with parents, the change in process over the past few years with students 
being dropped at the classroom door created a calm, orderly learning environment and an 
additional 15 minutes of teaching was gained each day. This equates to 75 minutes a week, 6 full 
teaching days a year or an additional week of learning.   
Changes in processes also allowed children to enter classrooms confidently, independently, and 
in most cases, happily.  This is a celebration. These are the attributes we want in our children.  
As a parent, letting go may be hard, but if we genuinely desire our children to be confident, 
independent, and resilient, our needs need to be secondary to those of our children.  We need to 
give children agency, the opportunity to carry their own bag, to find their own voice, to problem 
solve, to be comfortable with being uncomfortable.  These are the skills we want in our children.   
 
I also recognise that not all children are ready or capable of these attributes yet.  
 
In this case, fair doesn’t mean the same.  
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Every child is unique, and, like educational programs, ways of working with families may look 
different to achieve the qualities listed above.  This requires an improvement in communication 
between the school and home.   
 

TEAMS, SeeSaw, SEQTA and SMS, when used purposefully, have been effective communication 
tools, however, I acknowledge they need refinement.   I am also cognisant that the best way to 
develop partnerships and share student learning is face-to-face in both formal and informal ways. 
It enables supportive relationships to be created between the home and school and the best 
chance of improving student outcomes.   
In 2023, thanks to your input, our partnership will evolve with a focus on growing students to 
become resilient, independent, kind, respectful, and happy learners.     
 
Equally important will be recognising and supporting the complex roles that teachers are required 
to undertake to provide an orderly environment that focuses on high-quality learning experiences. 
Parents must be aware and respectful that teachers are under significant workload demands to 
provide these experiences.  It is unrealistic to expect teachers to be available without prior 
arrangement or to respond to correspondence immediately. 
 
Finding the right ‘fit’ to develop children into confident, independent, and happy learners whilst 
ensuring teachers at St Francis Xavier are respected and valued as professionals will be our 
collaborative work.   
 
Again, to parents who attended, thank you for your honesty and support.  For parents who did not 
manage to attend last week’s sessions, the QR code below will enable you the chance to enter 
your thoughts until Friday, 18th November. 

 
 

Staffing  

This year, I am extremely proud that several staff have accepted promotional positions within 
Catholic Education.  It highlights the capacity and recognition of St Francis Xavier staff in the 
community. 
I am also thankful for our early career teachers' commitment to our school over the past three 
years.  Recent border openings offer new opportunities to travel and continue life’s journey, and 
several staff are undertaking this experience.  I wish them well on their respective journeys.   
 
This is exciting but does create challenges, and St Francis Xavier is not immune to the current 
teacher shortages.  Compounding this, the state government provides housing incentives to 
department school teachers.  These incentives are currently unavailable to Catholic Schools in 
Geraldton, impacting our ability to attract new staff.   
 
At this time, I also wish to thank the staff for continuing or joining St Francis Xavier in 2023.  Your 
commitment to students and ensuring excellence in educational outcomes is appreciated.  As 
staffing updates become available, these will be communicated to the school community, and a 
finalised staff list will be provided once complete. 
 
Looking forward to a fantastic final four weeks of the 2022 school year.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

God Bless 

Ben Doyle 
Principal 



  

 
 

 

 

   

Murray Gardiner 
Assistant Principal  
Faith & Wellbeing 

This week we are focussing on:   
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Mission Month 

 

As a school we join in to celebrate Catholic Mission 
Month Socktober Program.  We ran several different 
activities to raise money to support Catholic Mission 
and to learn more about the work they do around 
Australia and the World.  Overall we raised just 
over $1000.  Well done and thank you to all those 
students and families that contributed. 

Fundraising activities included: Crazy Sock Day, Yr 4 
Book Sale, Guess the Lolllies in the jar competition 
and the All Saints Dress up Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Vinnies Food Drive 

Our next Social Justice project as a school is to support 
St Vinnies to provide Christmas Hampers to families in 
need this Christmas. 

 

 

Congratulations 

 
James Treasure 

 
 

CHRIST Awards 
Cassidy Riemer, Tyde Middleton, Oliver Bunter, Amira Coyle, 

Aiden Thomas, Yuki Dinh, Pepper Hooper, Stanley Ward, Sierra 
Javens, Koby MacDonald, Corben Crudeli, Giuliana Sansone, 
Ruby Kuser, Finn Morgan, Eleanor Vollmer, Lola Eastman, 

Clarice Gomez, Liam Yeates, Alexander Goncharov, Ella Jenkins, 
Seth Routledge, Jake Tubby, Beau Marsh, Zharntae Manado 
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ANZAC Service 

On 11 November, we commemorated Remembrance Day. This 
date is the anniversary of the day the Armistice was signed as 
the first step to end fighting with Germany in World War I. We 
commemorate all who have died or suffered in wars, conflicts 
and peacekeeping operations. 
 

 
 
Three years ago, we planted a pine tree.  The tree was grown 
from a seedling that originated from a pine log laying across the 
Turkish trenches at Gallipoli.  The lone pine tree at Gallipoli 
marks the site of the Battle of Lone Pine, a ferocious close 
quarters battle between the ANZAC and Turkish soldiers that 
lasted four days.  During the battle the ANZAC troupes attacked 
the Turkish trenches, only to find pine logs covering the top of 
the trenches.  Over 2000 ANZAC soldiers and more than 6000 
Turkish soldiers were killed during this battle.  
 
The tree is a symbol of not only remembrance of battles, but 
also of hope and the growth of peace.  May it remind us not only 
of the many battles and losses from war, but also of the need 
for peace and finding better ways to solve disputes.      
 
Special thanks to the senior choir who lead us with a 
Remembrance Day Song titled ‘Our Heroes Today’.  
 

 

 

Judi Hollands 
Assistant Principal  

Teaching & Learning 

 

Class Lists for 2023 
A great deal of thought, planning and time goes into 

placing children into classes each year. Every effort is 

made to place each child in a learning environment that 

will be happy, productive and successful. 

 

Classes for the coming year are formed by the school 

leadership team using the information provided by the 

child’s current teacher. The current class teacher 

provides information concerning each child’s academic, 

social and behavioural needs.  

 

The school leadership team will also need to consider 

other factors during the process of allocating students to 

classes. These include: 

• The balance of male and female students in each class 

• The need for support for students with special needs 

or learning difficulties 

• The social dynamics of the cohort of students 

• The creation of equitable class sizes 

 

Although each factor is important, each is weighted 

differently depending upon the individual circumstances 

under discussion.  The following are not factors 

considered when allocating students to a class: 

• Parent preference or non-preference for a specific 

teacher 

• Teacher preference for a particular student 

 

Parents can inform the school of any special 

circumstances that they believe need to be considered 

when placing their child in a class for next year. 

Communication regarding matters requiring special 

circumstances should be submitted in writing to 

admin@sfx.wa.edu.au before the end of the school day on 

Monday 28 November 2022. 

 

Correspondence that will be accepted for consideration 

may include factors such as: 

• Issues relating to learning disabilities or difficulties 

• Issues relating to medical need or physical impairment 

will be considered 

• Emotional issues which dramatically impact the learning 

environment 

• Placement of multiples siblings in the same year level 

  

Correspondence of the following nature will not be 

considered: 

• Requesting or not requesting a teacher by name 

• Requesting a teacher of a particular gender 

• Requesting that two students be placed in the same class 

unless there is a documented, valid need for special 

consideration. 

 
Class lists will be made available to parents prior to the 
commencement of the academic year.   

 

mailto:admin@sfx.wa.edu.au


                            

 
  

P & F News 
 
Week 6!  Where has the Term gone!  It has been crazy busy this term for the P&F Group - but absolutely 
worth it! 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Sock it to Poverty Fundraiser this year, the students looked 
fabulous and funky, coming to school in a variety of different socks and colour assortments!  Also thank you 
to the Parents who set up and sold socks to support the event.  
 

The Year 4 & 5 Movie Night was extremely well attended this year and the night was deemed a great 
success!  Next year we hope to make it a full family event for the Year 4 & 5 families, with more food 
available for purchase and catering for the whole family.  Thank you to the parents who helped with the 
bbq and the P&F ladies who gave up their time to supply the students with popcorn on the night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Year 3 Games Night proved to be a ripper of an event this year!  Students in Year 3 got to test their 
rock climbing skills on the Nagle Gym Climbing Wall as well as partake in minute to win it games and multi-
sports activities.  The highlight of the night – parents really getting into the dodgeball games with their 
kids!  A huge thank you goes out to the P&F ladies who gave up their time to run the event and to Nagle 
Catholic College for allowing us to use the gym for the evening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were lucky enough to have attended any of the events the P&F have organised this year, we’d love 
to hear any feedback.  You can do this on the school website or email the school.  Feedback ensures that 
we can work towards improving the events and making them enjoyable for everyone. 
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P&F News 

Name Labels Fundraiser 

The P&F Group have set up an online Name Label Fundraiser for all students at SFX.  It will be an ongoing 
fundraiser where the school earns a 20% commission on all orders made.  Go to www.stuckonyou.com.au 
and use the code sfxgeraldton when ordering your items.  Get back to school ready with personalised 
name stamps and labels for all your kids’ school equipment! 
 

Christmas Concert 

The P&F Group have your snack requirements sorted for this year’s Christmas Concert!  Order your 
Savoury / Sweet Platter Box and pick them up just before the concert starts.  Both boxes cater for 
vegetarian dietary requirements and take the hassle out of organising snacks for the family on the night!  
Order forms will be sent home this week and will be a Pre-order Fundraiser (extra platter boxes will not 
be available on the night).  Please see the Poster below for more information.                                                              

 

Save the Date 

It’s on again!  The SFX P&F Welcome Evening for all SFX families will be on Friday 10th February 2023.  
Starting at 5pm until 7:30pm.  There will be lots of activities for the kids, plenty of food options and two 
bicycle prizes to be won!  Our biggest school community event for the year – this one is not to be missed! 
 

Discontinued Uniforms 

The P&F Group would like to put out a call for donations of all old style/discontinued SFX uniforms 
(dresses and anything with the old logo on it that cannot be used next year).  Please drop them into the 
front office for collection.  The P&F Group will bundle them up and send them to a recycling program 
based in Australia, rather than seeing them end up in landfill in the New Year.  
 

Year Group Parent Representatives 

As part of our ongoing commitment to the school community, we are looking for parents to join the P&F 
as a Year Group Representative for 2023.  It’s not all about attending meetings but will provide you with 
the opportunity to become an active member of your school community.  This role can absolutely be 
shared amongst a few within the year group but we promise it is not a burden!  If you’re interested in 
being a Year Group Parent Rep or would like more information, please don’t hesitate to submit an enquiry 
via the School Website’s Contact Form. (See below).  We still require reps for Pre-Primary, Yr 2, Yr 3, Yr 
4 and Yr 6. 
 
If you can’t attend Meetings, there are other ways you can help or get involved.  Any 
suggestions/ideas/feedback for events can be sent in on the School Website P & F Contact Form.   Go 
to https://sfx.wa.edu.au/contact-the-pf/ 
 
Or alternatively, we have set up a private facebook page (SFX P&F) for the purpose of organising specific 
events throughout the year.  As we are all busy parents, we are the first to recognise that we can’t do 
everything, so the more volunteers there are, the more our children will benefit!   
The P & F will use the School Website to advertise P & F Meeting Agendas, Minutes and any accompanying 
documentation.  A Seasaw post will alert parents as to when these are uploaded on the website for 
viewing. 
 
 
We hope you have a wonderful Term 3 holiday!  
 
 

P and F Group 

 

http://www.stuckonyou.com.au/
https://sfx.wa.edu.au/contact-the-pf/
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