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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As we reach the midpoint of the term and begin the sacred season of Lent, I would like to take a moment to
reflect on what has already been a positive and productive start to our school year.

Consistent and Predicatble Routines
Our students have settled exceptionally well into their new classes and routines. It has been wonderful to
see classrooms filled with enthusiasm, engagement and a strong sense of belonging. A key focus across the
school has been establishing consistent and predictable routines. These structures help our children feel
safe, confident and ready to learn each day. When students know what to expect, they are better able to
take risks in their learning and develop independence.

Building Relationships
Equally important has been our commitment to building strong, respectful relationships, with one another,
with our families and most importantly with our students. Positive relationships remain at the heart of
everything we do. Thank you for the partnership you continue to show in supporting your child’s growth,
wellbeing and learning.

Lent
As we enter Lent, we are reminded that this is a season of reflection, prayer, sacrifice and service. It is a
time to ask ourselves: What can I contribute? As a school community, we encourage our students to think
about small but meaningful ways they can make a difference; through kindness, generosity, forgiveness and
acts of service. Together, we can model for our children how to live out our faith in practical and
compassionate ways.

"LEADERSHIP IS UNLOCKING PEOPLE'S POTENTIAL TO BECOME BETTER."

BILL BRADLEY
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Justine Smith

Communication
Clear communication between school and home is essential. If you have any queries, concerns or require
clarification regarding your child’s learning or wellbeing, your first step is to contact your child’s class
teacher. Open and respectful communication ensures we can work together promptly and effectively.

SEQTA
Please continue to check SEQTA Engage regularly for notices, updates, learning information and upcoming
events. Our newsletters and official communications will continue to be shared via SEQTA and email. Our
school Facebook page has regular weekly reminders as well as sharing with our community the many
wonderful things that happen at our school. If you require assistance accessing SEQTA, please contact the
school office, we are very happy to help. Ensuring all families can access this platform is a priority for us.

URSTRONG
URSTRONG’s whole-school friendship strategy has improved the social climate in schools around the
world, connecting over a million kids, parents, and teachers with a common language of friendship. We are
proud to be a URSTRONG School and are committed to empowering your children with friendship skills.

You are invited to take advantage of a FREE Parent Membership to access hundreds of resources –
including an 8 session video series. This will allow you to learn the same language & strategies being taught
in the classroom through the Friendology 101 curriculum. We hope that, as a URSTRONG Family, you will
reinforce the important messages of empowerment, self-compassion, & kindness at home.

As a next step, we would recommend:
Click here to view an overview of URSTRONG.
Activate your FREE Parent Membership and explore all the resources available to your family.
Explore the hundreds of resources available to you!

We believe that empowering our students with these skills will create a culture of kindness at our school
and we hope that, together, we can support your children to have healthy, feel-good friendships.

Pray for Peace
During this Lenten season, we also hold in our prayers all those in our world affected by conflict and
uncertainty. May we continue to pray for peace, in our hearts, in our community and across the world. May
our school always be a place where compassion, understanding and hope flourish.

Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful school community.

LEADING COMMUNITY
J U S T I N E  S M I T H  -  P R I N C I P A L

https://urstrong.com/parents/
https://urstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/URSTRONG_for-schools.pdf
https://urstrong.com/parents/
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"FAITH IS TAKING THE FIRST STEP EVEN WHEN YOU DON'T SEE THE WHOLE STAIRCASE."
MARTIN LUTHER KING

S I M O N  P L A C E  -  A S S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L

Keeping Our Year 3 Students in Your
Prayers
As we continue our journey through the season of
Lent, we ask our school community to keep the
children in Year 3 in their thoughts and prayers.
Over the coming weeks, our Year 3 students will be
preparing to celebrate their First Reconciliation
toward the end of the term.
This is a very special time in their faith journey.
First Reconciliation is the first of the three
Sacraments of Initiation that our students will
celebrate throughout the year, marking an
important step as they come to understand God’s
love, forgiveness, and mercy in a deeper way.
We pray that their preparation will be a time of
peace, reflection, and growing in friendship with
Jesus. May they feel supported by their families,
teachers, and the whole St Francis Xavier
community as they learn about God’s endless
compassion.
Thank you for joining us in praying for our Year 3
students during this significant and faith‑filled
time.

The Season of Lent
As we journey through the season of Lent, our
school community is invited to slow down,
reflect, and prepare our hearts for Easter. Lent is
a special time in the Church year when we focus
on three important practices that help us grow
closer to God and to one another:
1. Prayer. During Lent, we make extra time to talk
and listen to God. This might be through class
prayer, quiet reflection, or simply taking a
moment in our day to pause and be still.
2. Fasting. Fasting is about doing without
something—like treats, screen time, or a favourite
activity—to help us practise self‑control and
remember what truly matters. It reminds us to
appreciate what we have.
3. Almsgiving. Almsgiving means showing
generosity and helping those in need. This is a
powerful way of putting our faith into action
during Lent.
At St Francis Xavier, one of the ways we live out
this call to almsgiving is through our support of
Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. Each
year, Project Compassion invites us to walk
alongside communities around the world who are
striving for a better future.
This term, our major fundraiser will be the Big
Walk for Water, held on Friday 27 March.
Students will learn about how access to clean
water affects families globally, and they will walk
in solidarity with millions of people who travel
long distances each day to collect safe water.
Together, through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving,
we are helping make a real difference in the lives
of others. Thank you for supporting our Lenten
journey and Project Compassion this year.

Need Help with SEQTA?
If you are experiencing any issues with SEQTA—
whether it’s logging in, accessing student
information, or navigating any of the features—
please know that help is available.
Don’t hesitate to get in touch. I’m more than
happy to support you and work through any
problems you may be having.
You can contact me directly at
simon.place@cewa.edu.au.



Belinda Hosking 
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SFX Learning Programs
At our school, we are proud to offer high-quality, evidence-
based learning programs that support every child to thrive.
These programs provide structured, engaging and targeted
instruction that builds strong foundational skills. They also
promote confidence and independence while ensuring
consistent, high-impact teaching across all classrooms.
Programs that we are using in 2026 inlcude:

PreLit – Early Literacy Foundations (Kindy) 
PreLit is a play-based program designed for children to
develop early literacy skills. It focuses on phonological
awareness, oral language development, and print knowledge,
setting the foundation for successful reading and writing. 

Benefits for students: 
Strengthens phonemic awareness and letter recognition. 
Develops early vocabulary and oral language skills. 
Provides an engaging, play-based introduction to literacy. 

InitiaLit – Early Years Literacy Program (Year 1 - Year 2) 
InitiaLit is a whole-class literacy program for students in the
early years, focusing on phonics, reading, and oral language
development. It provides explicit instruction in literacy skills,
ensuring students build a strong foundation for future
learning. 

Benefits for students: 
Develops essential phonics and reading skills. 
Encourages a love for reading through engaging
storybooks. 
Supports students of all abilities with structured,
research-based teaching

Spelling Mastery – Structured Spelling Development (Year
3-6) 
Spelling Mastery is a direct instruction program that teaches
students spelling through a logical, sequential approach. It
combines phonemic, morphemic, and whole-word strategies
to reinforce spelling patterns and rules. 

Benefits for students: 
Develops strong spelling and word recognition skills. 
Enhances vocabulary and literacy confidence. 
Provides a structured approach to improve writing
accuracy.

Maths Trek (Year 3-6)
Maths Trek is a mathematics program designed to build
strong number sense and deep mathematical
understanding. It provides a structured, sequential
approach to learning, ensuring students develop essential
skills while also building confidence in problem-solving
and reasoning.

Benefits for students:
Builds strong number sense and foundational skills
Develops fluency, reasoning and problem-solving
abilities
Encourages mathematical thinking and discussion

UR Strong
UR Strong is a whole-school wellbeing initiative designed
to support students’ social and emotional development. It
provides children with a common language and practical
tools to build healthy friendships, manage conflict and
develop resilience. 

Benefits for students:
Develops strong friendship skills
Builds resilience and confidence
Teaches healthy conflict resolution strategies

Second Step – Social and Emotional Learning 
(3YO-Year 6)
Second Step is a social-emotional learning (SEL) program
that teaches students essential life skills such as
emotional regulation, empathy, and positive decision-
making. Through engaging lessons, discussions, and role-
playing activities, students learn to navigate social
situations and build healthy relationships. 

Benefits for students: 
Enhances self-awareness, emotional regulation, and
resilience. 
Encourages positive social interactions and conflict
resolution. 
Fosters a safe, respectful, and inclusive school
environment.

KIDDO – Developing Fundamental Movement Skills (K -
Year 2) 
KIDDO is a physical development program designed to
improve students’ fundamental movement skills (e.g.,
running, jumping, balancing, and throwing). The program is
based on research from The University of Western
Australia and helps children develop confidence and
competence in physical activity. 

Benefits for students: 
Enhances coordination, balance, and overall physical
development. 
Encourages active participation and a love for
movement. 
Supports lifelong health, fitness, and well-being. 



Wednesday
11 March

Writing Test
Year 3: 40 minutes (on paper)
Year 5: 42 minutes (on iPad)

Friday
13 March

Reading Test
Year 3: 45 minutes
Year 5: 50 minutes

Monday
16 March

Conventions of Language Test
Year 3: 45 minutes
Year 5: 45 minutes

Tuesday
17 March

Numeracy Test
Year 3: 45 minutes
Year 5: 50 minutes

Belinda Hosking 
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NAPLAN
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy) is a nationwide assessment for students in Years
3 and 5 that measures skills in reading, writing, spelling,
grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. The purpose of
NAPLAN is to provide a snapshot of student progress against
national standards and to help schools understand how well
students are developing essential literacy and numeracy
skills. 

The information gained supports teachers in identifying
strengths and areas for growth, informing future teaching
and learning programs. While NAPLAN is just one of many
assessment tools we use, it provides valuable insights that
help ensure every student receives targeted support and
opportunities to continue progressing with confidence.

Test schedule:

Reporting
Student Led Conferences will be held during the final few
weeks of this Term and Term 3 for Year 3 - 6 students.
These are an opportunity for students, families and
teachers to share student learning. 

The student provides information about what they have
learnt this term, what are the next steps in their learning
and what progress they are making towards this. Together,
goals or targets, are set for the following term to work
towards.  

Information regarding these dates will be communicated
closer to the date and families are encouraged to attend.
Additionally, parents/carers from K-6 who wish to discuss
any matter with their child’s teacher, are invited to
contact them via email to arrange a suitable time in    
Week 8.

Parents and carers receive clear information to help them
understand NAPLAN and their child’s results. The NAPLAN
Information for Parents and Carers brochure has already
been sent home with students and provides an overview of
the assessments, what they involve, and how results are
reported. 

Later in the year, families will receive an Individual Student
Report, which outlines their child’s achievement in each
assessment area and shows how they are performing against
national standards. This report provides helpful insights into
your child’s progress and can support conversations about
their ongoing learning and development.
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LIBRARY NEWS
D R .  S E U S S  D A Y  I S  C E L E B R A T E D

A N N U A L L Y  O N  M A R C H  2 N D —
C O I N C I D I N G  W I T H  T H E  A U T H O R ' S

B I R T H D A Y — T O  P R O M O T E  L I T E R A C Y ,
C R E A T I V I T Y ,  A N D  T H E  J O Y  O F

R E A D I N G  I N  S C H O O L S  A N D
L I B R A R I E S .

D R . S E U S S  D A Y
H I G H L I G H T S  T H E

P O W E R  O F  R E A D I N G
F O R  L E A R N I N G ,

S O C I A L ,  A N D
P R O F E S S I O N A L
D E V E L O P M E N T

S O M E T I M E S
B O O K S  C A N
G E T  W E T  O R

D A M A G E D  

I T  I S  E X T R E M E L Y
I M P O R T A N T   T H A T

Y O U  D O  N O T
A T T E M P T  T O  R E P A I R

T H I S  Y O U R S E L F  

M R S  B O X A L L
H A S  S P E C I A L

T A P E  T O  M E N D
T H E  B O O K S

I M P O R T A N T
I N F O R M A T I O N

F R O M  M R S
B O X A L L

I F  T H E Y  A R E  D A M A G E D  B E Y O N D
R E P A I R ,  A N  A C C O U N T  W I L L  B E

S E N T  H O M E  F O R  T H E  B O O K  T O  B E
P A I D  F O R  S O  A  R E P L A C E M E N T

C O P Y  C A N  B E  P U R C H A S E D

I N S T E A D ,  S E N D  A
N O T E  W I T H  T H E
D A M A G E D  B O O K
T O  M R S  B O X A L L

E X P L A I N I N G
W H A T  H A P P E N E D  



S W I M M I N G  C A R N I V A L  M E N U
P L E A S E  C O N F I R M  Y O U R  C H I L D S  F A C T I O N  O N  T H E

L U N C H  O R D E R

CANTEEN CARNIVAL NEWS
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W E  H A V E  A  S P E C I A L  M E N U  
J U S T  F O R  T H E  S W I M M I N G  C A R N I V A L

Y E A R S  4  T O  6  O N L Y
C U T  O F F  F O R  T H I S  I S  M O N D A Y  9  M A R C HT H

( Y O U  C A N N O T  O R D E R  F O R  T H E  C A R N I V A L  
A F T E R  T H I S  D A T E )

P L E A S E  R E A D  C A R E F U L L Y

   * C H I C K E N  S A L A D  R O L L  $ 6 . 5 0  * H A M  S A L A D  R O L L  $ 6 . 5 0
            

               * C H I C K E N  B U R G E R  $ 6 . 5 0  * H A M B U R G E R  $ 6 . 5 0  
*  H O T  D O G  $ 4 . 5 0  

       P L A I N  M E A T  P I E  $ 4 . 5 0  G I A N T  S A U S A G E  R O L L  $ 4 . 5 0
T O M A T O  S A U C E . 6 0 C

                 W A T E R  6 0 0 M L  $ 2 . 5 0  J U I C E  B O M B  $ 3 . 0 0  
J U S T  J U I C E  $ 2 . 5 0

I M P O R T A N T :  G L U T E N  F R E E  A N D  A N Y  O T H E R  D I E T A R Y
R E Q U I R E M E N T S  A R E  T O  B E  M A D E  I N  P E R S O N  A T  T H E

C A N T E E N  

T H O M A S X A V I E R

G R I F F I N N A G L E

O R D E R  O N  T H E  Q U I C K C L I Q  L I N K
H T T P S : / / S F X . W A . E D U . A U / C A N T E E N /
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P&F NEWS
W E  H A V E  H I T  T H E  G R O U N D  R U N N I N G  W I T H  2  E V E N T S  A N D
O U R  F I R S T  Q U A R T E R L Y  M E E T I N G  A L R E A D Y  I N  T H E  B A G .

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  T H E  F A M I L I E S ,
S T A F F  A N D  V E N D O R S  F O R  J O I N I N G

U S  F O R  W E L C O M E  N I G H T  2 0 2 6 .
F R O M  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  T H A T  K E P T

T H E  P O P C O R N  P O P P I N G ,  P O N Y
R I D E S  A N D  T H E  P I R A T E  A N D  F A I R Y
F A C E P A I N T E R S  T O  T H E  M I N I  G O L F ,
V O L U N T E E R  A M B U L A N C E  D I S P L A Y

A N D  T H E  R I D E - O N - A N I M A L S  W E
H O P E  T H E R E  W A S  S O M E T H I N G  F O R

E V E R Y O N E .

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  
H O N .  S A N D R A  C A R R  M L C

F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  O U R
A N N U A L  B I C Y C L E  R A F F L E ,

E N A B L I N G  T H E  P & F  T O
O F F E R  A  H I G H  Q U A L I T Y

B I K E  T O  O U R  F A M I L I E S .  

W E  H O P E  M A N Y  O F  Y O U  H A D  T H E
O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  J O I N  U S  F O R  T H E  F I R S T

C O F F E E  M I X E R  A S  A  G R E A T  C H A N C E  T O
H A V E  A  C H A T  T O  F A M I L I A R  F A C E S  A N D
C O N N E C T  W I T H  O T H E R  P A R E N T S  T H A T

Y O U  P R O B A B L Y  S E E  D A I L Y  B U T  D O N ' T  G E T
T O  S T O P  A N D  H A V E  A  C O N V E R S A T I O N

W I T H .  T H E  C O M P L E M E N T A R Y  C A F F E I N E  I S
T H E  C H E R R Y  O N  T O P ,  K E E P  A N  E Y E  O U T
A T  T H E  B E G I N N I N G  O F  T E R M  3  F O R  T H E

N E X T  M I X E R  M O R N I N G .



W E  N O W  L O O K  A H E A D  T O  
N A T I O N A L  R I D E  T O  S C H O O L  D A Y ,  F R I D A Y  2 0 T H
M A R C H  ( W E E K  7 )  P L E A S E  R E G I S T E R  Y O U R
I N T E R E S T  S O  W E  C A N  C A T E R  F O R  A  L I G H T
B R E A K F A S T  S N A C K  O N  A R R I V A L   
H T T P S : / / T I N Y U R L . C O M / 3 2 2 V K C C H
E A R L Y  Y E A R S  D I S C O  F O R  4 Y O  K I N D Y  A N D  P R E -
P R I M A R Y  S T U D E N T S  O N  T H U R S D A Y  2 6 T H  M A R C H
( W E E K  8 ) ;  A N D
E A S T E R  R A F F L E .  T I C K E T S  W I L L  B E  D I S T R I B U T E D
S H O R T L Y  A N D  W I N N E R S  A N N O U N C E D  O N
T H U R S D A Y  2 N D  A P R I L  ( W E E K  9 ) .
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T H I S  Y E A R  W E  I N T E N D  T O  O P E N  U P  T H E  2 N D
H A N D  U N I F O R M  S H O P  M O R E  O F T E N ,  P O S S I B L Y

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  S C H O O L  A S S E M B L I E S ,
I N C L U D I N G  T H I S  F R I D A Y !  D O N A T I O N S  O F

G O O D  Q U A L I T Y  U N I F O R M S  C A N  B E  M A D E  A T
A N Y  T I M E  T O  T H E  F R O N T  O F F I C E .  K E E P  A N
E Y E  O U T  F O R  T H E  S I G N A G E  A S  Y O U  E N T E R

T H E  A S S E M B L Y .  

W E  A R E  A L S O  L O O K I N G  F O R  E A S Y  W A Y S  T O  K E E P  I N  T O U C H  W I T H  O U R
P A R E N T S  A N D  F R I E N D S  C O M M U N I T Y .  O U R  C O M M I T T E E  H A V E  B E E N
W O R K I N G  T O  B U I L D  U P  O U R  P R I V A T E  F A C E B O O K  G R O U P  A N D  W E  H O P E
T H A T  W E  C A N  C O N N E C T  M O R E  F A M I L I E S  I N T O  T H E  G R O U P  W H E R E  W E
C A N  S H A R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  E V E N T S ,  T H A N K  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S
A N D  L A U N C H  R E M I N D E R S  F O R  K E Y  D A T E S  L I K E  C O F F E E  M I X E R S !
S O M E T I M E S  W E  D O N ' T  F E E L  C O M F O R T A B L E  S H A R I N G  T H I S
I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  A  P U B L I C  P A G E .  I F  Y O U ' D  L I K E  T O  J O I N  T H E
G R O U P,  S E A R C H  F O R  S F X  P & F  O R  R E A C H  O U T  T O  O U R  C O M M I T T E E  O R
O T H E R  P A R E N T S  F O R  A N  I N V I T E  I N  S O  T H A T  W E  C A N  C R E A T E  A
R O B U S T  C O M M U N I T Y  P A G E .

A S  A L W A Y S ,  W E  A R E  F O R E V E R  G R A T E F U L  T O  O U R
V O L U N T E E R S  T H A T  H E L P  T O  G E T  T H E S E  E V E N T S

C O O R D I N A T E D  A N D  S U C C E S S F U L L Y  D E L I V E R E D .  I F
Y O U  F E E L  T H A T  Y O U  C A N  A S S I S T  W I T H  A N Y

E V E N T S ,  P L E A S E  R E A C H  O U T  V I A
P A N D F @ S F X . W A . E D U . A U  O U R  N E X T  C O M M I T T E E

M E E T I N G  W I L L  B E  W E E K  3  O F  T E R M  2 .

Annalise 
P*F Chairperson

mailto:pandf@sfx.wa.edu.au
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